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By analyzing ten examples of buildings that embody the human experience at an
extraordinary level, this book clarifies the central importance of the role of
function in architecture as a generative force in determining built form. Using
familiar twentieth-century buildings as case studies, the authors present these
from a new perspective, based on their functional design concepts. Here Grabow
and Spreckelmeyer expand the definition of human use to that of an art form by
re-evaluating these buildings from an aesthetic and ecological view of function.

Each building is described from the point of view of a major functional concept
or idea of human use which then spreads out and influences the spatial
organization, built form and structure. In doing so each building is presented as
an exemplar that reaches beyond the pragmatic concerns of a narrow program
and demonstrates how functional concepts can inspire great design, evoke
archetypal human experience and help us to understand how architecture
embodies the deeper purposes and meanings of everyday life.
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from a new perspective, based on their functional design concepts. Here Grabow and Spreckelmeyer expand
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Editorial Review

Review

'A timely elucidation of the poetics of use as the fundamental ground on which any architecture of lasting
value must be built. The ten works examined exemplify the fusion of the practical and the poetic, remove our
focus from exterior form to the inhabited space within, and reveal that a building's most important use is to
enrich our experience and enhance the life that takes place in it.' - Robert McCarter, Ruth and Norman
Moore Professor of Architecture, Washington University in St. Louis, USA

'In this provocative and well-documented book, Grabow and Spreckelmeyer argue that conventional
definitions of functionalism should be expanded, thus enriching our appreciation of significant works of
modern architecture.' - David G. De Long, Professor Emeritus of Architecture, University of
Pennsylvania, USA

'Compelling in its arguments and clear in its exposition, this book resituates the concept of use at the center
of architectural theory and practice where it belongs. Through discussions of literary texts, paintings, music,
and cultural history, we see how the art of building can not only accommodate the patterns of our lives but
give them legible and beautiful expression.' - David Leatherbarrow, Professor and Chair, Graduate
Architecture Group, University of Pennsylvania, USA

'This wonderfully clear-headed book serves as an antidote to the empty formalism of so much of today’s
architectural avant-garde. Grabow and Spreckelmeyer show, in ten eloquent case-studies, how great
architecture arises out of an elevated understanding of human activities and social relationships; and how the
best buildings don’t just function, but inspire us to do and to be well. This book demonstrates how the
meaning of buildings often comes from the institutions they house, providing architecture with its content as
well as its contents.' - Thomas Fisher, Professor of Architecture and Dean, College of Design, University
of Minnesota, USA

'A pair of well-credentialed architecture professors, Grabow and Spreckelmeyer (both, Univ. of Kansas), aim
a pair of much-needed barbs at the profession’s stars and their boosters and wannabes: pay greater attention
to functions than to novel forms, and make well-functioning buildings pleasant places to be. Summing Up:
Recommended. All readership levels.' – CHOICE, C. W. Westfall, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

Stephen Grabow is Professor of Architecture at the University of Kansas. He is the recipient of fellowships
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts and the American
Fulbright Commission. He was educated in architecture at the University of Michigan and at Pratt Institute,
in landscape architecture at the University of California at Berkeley and holds a doctorate in urban planning
from the University of Washington.

Kent Spreckelmeyer is Professor of Architecture at the University of Kansas. He is a Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects and the recipient of a Kemper Teaching Fellowship and numerous grants in
the field of healthcare planning. He was educated in architecture at the University of Kansas and at



University College, London and holds a doctorate in architecture from the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and
Function in Architectural Design as the daily resource information.

Noah Giles:

This book untitled The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Rachel Wessels:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view that
now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is The Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design this book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jennifer Knott:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book The
Architecture of Use: Aesthetics and Function in Architectural Design. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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