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In this highly influential book, Ruth Levitas provides an excellent introduction to
the meaning and importance of the concept of utopia, and explores a wealth of
material drawn from literature and social theory to illustrate its rich history and
analytical versatility. Situating utopia within the dynamics of the modern
imagination, she examines the ways in which it has been used by some of the
leading thinkers of modernity: Marx, Engels, Karl Mannheim, Robert Owen,
Georges Sorel, Ernst Bloch, William Morris, and Herbert Marcuse. Utopia
remains the most potent secular concept for imagining and producing a ‘better
world’, and this classic text will be invaluable to students across a wide range of
disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review
«This book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in utopia.» (Professor Lucy Sargisson, School of
Politics, University of Nottingham)
«Writing with clarity and grace, Levitas offers a sustained, intelligent, and critical examination of major
definitions of utopia … a strong and significant book.» (Professor Peter Stillman, Department of Political
Science, Vassar College)
«A thorough introduction to utopian studies that expertly treads a line between depth, breadth and
accessibility, this is an excellent first stop for any student on the road to (and through) utopia.» (Dr Nathaniel
Coleman, School of Architecture, Newcastle University)

About the Author
Ruth Levitas is Professor of Sociology at the University of Bristol. Her books include The Ideology of the
New Right, The Interpretation of Official Statistics (co-edited with Will Guy), The Inclusive Society? Social
Exclusion and New Labour, and Poverty and Social Exclusion in Britain (co-edited with Christina Pantazis
and David Gordon). Utopia as Method: The Imaginary Reconstitution of Society, the sequel to this book, is
forthcoming.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Beside that The Concept of Utopia: Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.) in your phone, it could give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Concept of Utopia: Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from at this point!

Frederick Palazzo:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Concept of Utopia: Student edition
(Peter Lang Ltd.) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?



William Stone:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The Concept of Utopia: Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.) or
even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Concept of Utopia: Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.

Kelly Mays:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Concept of Utopia: Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.) we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Concept of Utopia:
Student edition (Peter Lang Ltd.). You can more attractive than now.
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