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Shortly before midnight on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama, without his
glasses and dressed as an ordinary Tibetan solider, slipped out of his summer
residence with only four aides at his side. At that moment, he became the
symbolic head of the Tibetan government in exile, and Gyalo Thondup, the only
one of the Dalai Lama's brothers not to don the robes of a Buddhist monk,
became the fulcrum for the independence movement.

The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong tells the extraordinary story of the Dalai Lama's
family, the exile of the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhism from Tibet, and the
enduring political crisis that has seen remote and bleakly beautiful Tibet all but
disappear as an independent nation-state.

For the last sixty years, Gyalo Thondup has been at the at the heart of the epic
struggle to protect and advance Tibet in the face of unreliable allies,
overwhelming odds, and devious rivals, playing an utterly determined and unique
role in a Cold War high-altitude superpower rivalry. Here, for the first time, he
reveals how he found himself whisked between Chiang Kai-shek, Zhou Enlai,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and the CIA, as he tried to secure, on behalf of his brother, the
future of Tibet.
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Shortly before midnight on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama, without his glasses and dressed as an
ordinary Tibetan solider, slipped out of his summer residence with only four aides at his side. At that
moment, he became the symbolic head of the Tibetan government in exile, and Gyalo Thondup, the only one
of the Dalai Lama's brothers not to don the robes of a Buddhist monk, became the fulcrum for the
independence movement.

The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong tells the extraordinary story of the Dalai Lama's family, the exile of the
spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhism from Tibet, and the enduring political crisis that has seen remote and
bleakly beautiful Tibet all but disappear as an independent nation-state.

For the last sixty years, Gyalo Thondup has been at the at the heart of the epic struggle to protect and
advance Tibet in the face of unreliable allies, overwhelming odds, and devious rivals, playing an utterly
determined and unique role in a Cold War high-altitude superpower rivalry. Here, for the first time, he
reveals how he found himself whisked between Chiang Kai-shek, Zhou Enlai, Jawaharlal Nehru, and the
CIA, as he tried to secure, on behalf of his brother, the future of Tibet.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...A fascinating and important book...[the book provides] extraordinary insight into Tibet's struggle against
China to regain its independence...A crisp and magnetic story."—The Wall Street Journal

“Full of tales of international intrigue.”—Foreign Affairs

“A vital narrative of Tibetans' ongoing effort for independence, and Thondup's bravery is
commendable.”—Publishers Weekly

"Anyone seeking a detailed version of the history, life, and struggles of Tibet, the Dalai Lama, and his family
will find it here, recounted in an authorial voice that is both conversationally personal and
educational."—Booklist

“…heartbreaking, gripping…”—South China Morning Post

About the Author

Gyalo Thondup, the older brother of the Dalai Lama, lives on a hilltop compound in Kalimpong, India, that
also houses the noodle factory he set up with his late wife, Diki Dolkar (Zhu Dan).

Anne F. Thurston is a China specialist and senior research professor at the Johns Hopkins University's
School of Advanced International Studies. She was the coauthor for the international bestseller, The Private
Life of Chairman Mao, and is the author of Enemies of the People and A Chinese Odyssey. She lives in
Alexandria, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

The book The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong:
The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Margarita Toman:

Here thing why this particular The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The
Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story
of My Struggle for Tibet. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for
Tibet in e-book can be your alternative.

Lola Taylor:

Typically the book The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet will bring
that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong:
The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Randall Briggs:

The book untitled The Noodle Maker of Kalimpong: The Untold Story of My Struggle for Tibet contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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