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This fascinating study of devotional images traces their historical links to
important strains of American culture. David Morgan demonstrates how popular
visual images—from Warner Sallman's "Head of Christ" to velvet renditions of
DaVinci's "Last Supper" to illustrations on prayer cards—have assumed central
roles in contemporary American lives and communities.

Morgan's history of popular religious images ranges from the late Middle Ages to
the present day and analyzes what he calls "visual piety," or the belief that
images convey. Rather than isolating popular icons from their social contexts or
regarding them as merely illustrative of theological ideas, Morgan situates both
Protestant and Catholic art within the domain of devotional practice, ritual,
personal narrative, and the sacred space of the home. In addition, he examines
how popular icons have been rooted in social concerns ranging from control of
human passions to notions of gender, creedal orthodoxy, and friendship. Also
discussed is the coupling of images with texts in the attempt to control meanings
and to establish markers for one's community and belief. Drawing from the fields
of music, sociology, theology, philosophy, psychology, and aesthetics,Visual
Piety is the first book to bring to specialist and lay reader alike an understanding
of religious imagery's place in the social formation and maintenance of everyday
American life.
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This fascinating study of devotional images traces their historical links to important strains of American
culture. David Morgan demonstrates how popular visual images—from Warner Sallman's "Head of Christ"
to velvet renditions of DaVinci's "Last Supper" to illustrations on prayer cards—have assumed central roles
in contemporary American lives and communities.

Morgan's history of popular religious images ranges from the late Middle Ages to the present day and
analyzes what he calls "visual piety," or the belief that images convey. Rather than isolating popular icons
from their social contexts or regarding them as merely illustrative of theological ideas, Morgan situates both
Protestant and Catholic art within the domain of devotional practice, ritual, personal narrative, and the sacred
space of the home. In addition, he examines how popular icons have been rooted in social concerns ranging
from control of human passions to notions of gender, creedal orthodoxy, and friendship. Also discussed is
the coupling of images with texts in the attempt to control meanings and to establish markers for one's
community and belief. Drawing from the fields of music, sociology, theology, philosophy, psychology, and
aesthetics,Visual Piety is the first book to bring to specialist and lay reader alike an understanding of
religious imagery's place in the social formation and maintenance of everyday American life.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Frew:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images.

Floretta Simmons:

The feeling that you get from Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images is the more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Visual Piety: A History
and Theory of Popular Religious Images instantly.

Roger Borquez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images can be your answer because
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Marian Carson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Visual Piety: A History and Theory of
Popular Religious Images can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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