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In this sweeping epic of the northernmost American frontier, James A. Michener
guides us through Alaska’s fierce terrain and history, from the long-forgotten
past to the bustling present. As his characters struggle for survival, Michener
weaves together the exciting high points of Alaska’s story: its brutal origins; the
American acquisition; the gold rush; the tremendous growth and exploitation of
the salmon industry; the arduous construction of the Alcan Highway, undertaken
to defend the territory during World War II. A spellbinding portrait of a human
community fighting to establish its place in the world, Alaska traces a bold and
majestic saga of the enduring spirit of a land and its people.
 
Praise for Alaska
 
“Few will escape the allure of the land and people [Michener] describes. . . .
Alaska takes the reader on a journey through one of the bleakest, richest, most
foreboding, and highly inviting territories in our Republic, if not the world. . . .
The characters that Michener creates are bigger than life.”—Los Angeles Times
Book Review
 
“Always the master of exhaustive historical research, Michener tracks the settling
of Alaska [in] vividly detailed scenes and well-developed characters.”—Boston
Herald
 
“Michener is still, sentence for sentence, writing’s fastest attention
grabber.”—The New York Times
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fierce terrain and history, from the long-forgotten past to the bustling present. As his characters struggle for
survival, Michener weaves together the exciting high points of Alaska’s story: its brutal origins; the
American acquisition; the gold rush; the tremendous growth and exploitation of the salmon industry; the
arduous construction of the Alcan Highway, undertaken to defend the territory during World War II. A
spellbinding portrait of a human community fighting to establish its place in the world, Alaska traces a bold
and majestic saga of the enduring spirit of a land and its people.
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detailed scenes and well-developed characters.”—Boston Herald
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Another told-from-the-beginning-of-time Michener saga, this one featuring Alaska. The book begins a
billion years ago. Its first characters are the mastadon and the woolly mammoth, followed by such other
settlers as the Eskimos, Athapaskans, and Russians. Vignettes of characters as varied as the Danish navigator
Vitus Bering, who explored Alaska for Russia's Peter the Great, and Kendra Scott, the young Colorado
teacher who taught the Eskimo children during the recent Prudhoe Bay oil boom, illustrate the colorful
history of this vast and exploited land. Early on the book is vintage Michener, but the momentum encounters
an Arctic chill midway. Final sections are trite, uneven, and overloaded with stereotypes. Too cumbersome
to be called fiction, but Michener fans will demand it anyway. Joan Hinkemeyer, Englewood P.L., Col.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Praise for Alaska
 
“Few will escape the allure of the land and people [Michener] describes. . . . Alaska takes the reader on a
journey through one of the bleakest, richest, most foreboding, and highly inviting territories in our Republic,
if not the world. . . . The characters that Michener creates are bigger than life.”—Los Angeles Times Book
Review
 
“Always the master of exhaustive historical research, Michener tracks the settling of Alaska [in] vividly
detailed scenes and well-developed characters.”—Boston Herald
 
“Michener is still, sentence for sentence, writing’s fastest attention grabber.”—The New York Times

From the Inside Flap
In this sweeping epic of the northernmost American frontier, James A. Michener guides us across Alaska's
fierce terrain, from the long-forgotten past to the bustling technological present, as his characters struggle for
survival. The exciting high points of Alaska's story, from its brutal prehistory, through the nineteenth century
and the American acquisition, to its modern status as America's thriving forty-ninth state, are brought vividly
to life in this remarkable novel: the gold rush; the tremendous growth and exploitation of the salmon
industry; the discovery of oil and its social and economic consequences; the difficult construction of the
Alcan Highway, which made possible the defense of the territory in World War II. A spellbinding portrait of
a human community struggling to establish its place in the world, Alaska traces a bold and majestic history
of the enduring spirit of a land and its people.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gena Colgan:

The book Alaska: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Alaska: A Novel to get your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It



is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Alaska: A Novel. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Joseph Wood:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Alaska: A Novel had been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
book Alaska: A Novel is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book Alaska: A Novel. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Shirley Pedro:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Alaska: A Novel that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can
pick Alaska: A Novel become your own starter.

Mark Guerrero:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Alaska:
A Novel offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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