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Allah is Not Obliged By Ahmadou K ourouma

ALLAH ISNOT OBLIGED TO BE FAIR ABOUT ALL THE THINGS HE
DOES HERE ON EARTH.These are the words of the boy soldier Birahimain
the final masterpiece by one of Africa’s most celebrated writers, Ahmadou
Kourouma. When ten-year-old Birahima's mother dies, he leaves his native
villagein the Ivory Coast, accompanied by the sorcerer and cook Y acouba, to
search for his aunt Mahan. Crossing the border into Liberia, they are seized by
rebels and forced into military service. Birahimais given a Kaashnikov, minimal
rations of food, a small supply of dope and atiny wage. Fighting in a chaotic
civil war alongside many other boys, Birahima sees death, torture,
dismemberment and madness but somehow manages to retain his own sanity.
Raw and unforgettable, despairing yet filled with laughter, Allah Is Not Obliged
reveals the ways in which children’'s innocence and youth are compromised by
war.
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village in the Ivory Coast, accompanied by the sorcerer and cook Y acouba, to search for his aunt Mahan.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Thelate Ivory Coast author and political activist Kourouma (Waiting for the Wild Beasts to
Vote) writes with a brutal and obscene frankness reminiscent of Celine in this powerfully tragic novel about a
West African child soldier who learns early that "Allah is not obliged to be fair about all the things he does
here on earth.” Unsureif he's 10 or 12 years old, "rude as a goat's beard" Birahima, a third-grade dropout,
recalls how his once-beautiful mother became an amputee who "moved on her arse like a caterpillar” and
that he suspected her of being a soul-devouring sorceress. After her death, the boy is entrusted to aroguish
shaman and sent to live with an aunt in Liberia. En route, they fall into the clutches of awarlord, and
Birahimajoins their forces as a boy soldier, witnessing and participating in all manner of savagery. Although
Birahima's regurgitation of word definitions and chunks of West African history is awkward, this French
import isaworthy if difficult read. And the popularity of the current Starbucks pick, the child soldier
memoir A Long Way Gone, can't hurt sales potential. (May)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Birahima, who's 11 or so, tells the story of histhree years as a child soldier in the fourth
and final novel by lvorian dissident Kourouma (1927-2003). After cancer kills his mother, Birahima embarks
on ajourney to his aunt in Nigeria, accompanied by Y acouba, "the crippled crook." En route they are
diverted westward into the factional war in Liberia and then the worse messin Sierra Leone, switching
allegiances as circumstances dictate, witnessing atrocity upon atrocity, but surviving and sometimes thriving
on Y acouba's Muslim gri-gris man shtick and Birahimas. . . what? Maybe his mother's spirit is watching
over him. Eventually zagging back east, they discover his aunt has died, but Birahima at least acquires four
dictionaries, which he minesto tell his story, ironically inserting definitions, too, for the sake of hisfellow
"Black Nigger African Natives'--one of many phrases he repeats as if they were refrains or Homeric
epithets. And thisis an epic tale, a savage odyssey traveled by a cursed latter-day Huck Finn, with, at the
end, neither home nor territory to escape to anywhere in sight. Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A tour de force — original, irreverent, brutal, funny, poetic — in which history and myth are brilliantly
evoked.” —The Independent (London)“ Thisis one of the funniest, most powerful, most intense novels to
appear in French for adecade.” —Le Nouvel Observateur (Paris) Shocking and deeply moving. . . . . An
African Lord of the Flies.” —The Guardian (London)“Witty and wholly authentic. . . . Spellbinding. . . .
Kourouma has been likened to Voltaire. . . Gabriel Garcia Méarquez also comes to mind, likewise John
Updike's sparkling ventriloquism.” —The Spectator (London)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brenda Blackmer:

The book Allah is Not Obliged can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like abook Allah is Not Obliged? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you are ableto share al of these. Book Allah is Not Obliged has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Robert Hender son:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Allah is Not Obliged book
as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Byrnes:

The event that you get from Allah is Not Obliged is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Allah is Not Obliged giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book
iswell-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this Allah is Not Obliged instantly.

Philip Brown:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many waysto share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Allah is Not Obliged, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.
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