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The definitive biography of the Australian cruiser HMAS Perth, and the
brave men who sailed with her.

Of all the Australians who fought in the Second World War, none saw more
action nor endured so much of its hardship and horror as the crew of the cruiser
HMAS Perth.

Most were young - many were still teenagers - from cities and towns, villages
and farms across the nation. In three tumultuous years they did battle with the
forces of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, the Vichy French and, finally, the Imperial
Japanese Navy.

They were nearly lost in a hurricane in the Atlantic. In the Mediterranean in 1941
they were bombed by the Luftwaffe and the Italian Air Force for months on end
until, ultimately, during the disastrous evacuation of the Australian army from
Crete, their ship took a direct hit and thirteen men were killed.

After the fall of Singapore in 1942, HMAS Perth was hurled into the forlorn
campaign to stem the Japanese advance towards Australia. Off the coast of Java
in March that year she met an overwhelming enemy naval force. Firing until her
ammunition literally ran out, she was sunk with the loss of 353 of her crew,
including her much-loved captain and the Royal Australian Navy's finest fighting
sailor, 'Hardover' Hec Waller. Another 328 men were taken into Japanese
captivity, most to become slave labourers in the infinite hell of the Burma-Thai
railway. Many died there, victims of unspeakable atrocity. Only 218 men, less
than a third of her crew, survived to return home at war's end.

Cruiser, by journalist and broadcaster Mike Carlton, is their story. And the story
of those who loved them and waited for them.
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Of all the Australians who fought in the Second World War, none saw more action nor endured so much of
its hardship and horror as the crew of the cruiser HMAS Perth.

Most were young - many were still teenagers - from cities and towns, villages and farms across the nation. In
three tumultuous years they did battle with the forces of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, the Vichy French and,
finally, the Imperial Japanese Navy.

They were nearly lost in a hurricane in the Atlantic. In the Mediterranean in 1941 they were bombed by the
Luftwaffe and the Italian Air Force for months on end until, ultimately, during the disastrous evacuation of
the Australian army from Crete, their ship took a direct hit and thirteen men were killed.

After the fall of Singapore in 1942, HMAS Perth was hurled into the forlorn campaign to stem the Japanese
advance towards Australia. Off the coast of Java in March that year she met an overwhelming enemy naval
force. Firing until her ammunition literally ran out, she was sunk with the loss of 353 of her crew, including
her much-loved captain and the Royal Australian Navy's finest fighting sailor, 'Hardover' Hec Waller.
Another 328 men were taken into Japanese captivity, most to become slave labourers in the infinite hell of
the Burma-Thai railway. Many died there, victims of unspeakable atrocity. Only 218 men, less than a third of
her crew, survived to return home at war's end.

Cruiser, by journalist and broadcaster Mike Carlton, is their story. And the story of those who loved them
and waited for them.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mike Carlton is one of Australia's best-known broadcasters and journalists. In a 40-year career, he has been
a radio and television news and current affairs reporter, foreign correspondent, radio host, and newspaper
columnist. He was an Australian Broadcasting Corporation war correspondent in Vietnam in 1967 and 1970,
and for three years was the ABC's Bureau Chief in Jakarta. He also reported for the ABC from London, New
York, and major Asian capitals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Frazier:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Cruiser: The Life And Loss Of HMAS
Perth And Her Crew book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Eva Pham:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this Cruiser: The Life And Loss Of HMAS Perth And Her Crew.

Elizabeth Easterling:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Cruiser: The Life And Loss Of
HMAS Perth And Her Crew is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.



Erica Northern:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cruiser: The Life And Loss Of HMAS
Perth And Her Crew can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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