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Indonesia provides particularly interesting examples of gender diversity. Same-
sex relations, transvestism and cross-gender behaviour have long been noted
amongst a wide range of Indonesian peoples. This book explores the nature of
gender diversity in Indonesia, and with the world’' s largest Muslim population, it
examines Islam in this context. Based on extensive ethnographic research, it
discussesin particular calalai — female-born individuals who identify as neither
woman nor man; calabai — male-born individuals who also identify as neither
man nor woman; and bissu — an order of shamans who embody female and male
elements. The book examines the lives and roles of these variously gendered
subjectivitiesin everyday life, including in low-status and high-status ritual such
as wedding ceremonies, fashion parades, cultural festivals, Islamic recitations
and shamanistic rituals. The book analyses the place of such subjectivitiesin
relation to theories of gender, gender diversity and sexuality.
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explores the nature of gender diversity in Indonesia, and with the world’ s largest Muslim population, it
examines Islam in this context. Based on extensive ethnographic research, it discussesin particular calalai —
female-born individuals who identify as neither woman nor man; calabai — male-born individuals who also
identify as neither man nor woman; and bissu — an order of shamans who embody female and male elements.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[A] comprehensive study of gender diversity in Indonesia... the book isan excellent, ethnographically
thick and deep description of structures, discour ses, negotiations and experiences of gender in Bugis
South Sulawesi. The author's careful consideration of a whole range of aspects, frames and spaces
relating to gender shows the complexity of the subject positions and the creativity of the people who
livethose positions... Graham Davies sets out to 'contribute to knowledge about gender' and she
certainly succeeds." - Dr. Karin Klenke, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Georg-August
University, Germany

"In thisrich exploration of sexuality, gender, and queer subject positioning among the Bugis of South
Sulawesi, Indonesia, Sharyn Graham Davies...offer s a fascinating discussion of the inter sections of
Islamic thought and practice with Bugis gender diversity... [the book] would be an excellent addition
to upper-level under graduate and graduate classroomsin gender and sexuality

studies.” - Leslie Dwyer, American Anthropologist

About the Author

Sharyn Graham Daviesis Associate Professor in the School of Languages and Social Sciences at Auckland
University of Technology, New Zealand. She has spent a number of yearsliving in Indonesia and has
written extensively on gender and sexuality, including most recently Challenging Gender Norms:. Five
Genders among Bugisin Indonesia, Thompson Wadsworth, 2007.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marie Griffin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Gender Diversity in Indonesia:
Sexuality, Isslam and Queer Selves (ASAA Women in Asia Series). All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Jernigan:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more



imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Gender Diversity in Indonesia: Sexuality, Islam and Queer Selves (ASAA Women in Asia Series),
you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Arnold Allison:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Gender Diversity in Indonesia:
Sexuality, Islam and Queer Selves (ASAA Women in Asia Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michael Marchant:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Gender Diversity in Indonesia: Sexuality, I1slam and Queer Selves (ASAA Women in Asia
Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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