
Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning
the Rules of Sex

By Aarathi Prasad

Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex By Aarathi
Prasad

Most cultures tell the tale of a maiden who gives birth untouched by a man. Is
this just a myth, or could virgin birth become the way we make babies in the
future? In Like a Virgin, biologist Aarathi Prasad explores inconceivable ideas
about conception, from the “Jesus Christ” lizard’s ability to self-reproduce (it
walks on water, too) to the hunt for a real-life virgin mother among geneticists in
the 1950s. Prasad then transports us to the maverick laboratories that today are
inventing the equivalent of “non-sexual selection”, from egg-fertilizing computer
chips to artificial wombs for men. This adventurous romp to the frontiers of
reproductive science will forever change the way you think about sex and
parenthood. Aarathi Prasad is a biologist and science writer. She has appeared on
television and radio, including as host of the BBC documentary “The Quest for a
Virgin Birth,” and written for publications such as Wired, New Scientist, and The
Guardian. A single mother, she previously worked in research genetics at
Imperial College, London. This is her first book.
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Most cultures tell the tale of a maiden who gives birth untouched by a man. Is this just a myth, or could
virgin birth become the way we make babies in the future? In Like a Virgin, biologist Aarathi Prasad
explores inconceivable ideas about conception, from the “Jesus Christ” lizard’s ability to self-reproduce (it
walks on water, too) to the hunt for a real-life virgin mother among geneticists in the 1950s. Prasad then
transports us to the maverick laboratories that today are inventing the equivalent of “non-sexual selection”,
from egg-fertilizing computer chips to artificial wombs for men. This adventurous romp to the frontiers of
reproductive science will forever change the way you think about sex and parenthood. Aarathi Prasad is a
biologist and science writer. She has appeared on television and radio, including as host of the BBC
documentary “The Quest for a Virgin Birth,” and written for publications such as Wired, New Scientist, and
The Guardian. A single mother, she previously worked in research genetics at Imperial College, London.
This is her first book.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Think of her as the female equivalent of Brian Cox making science accessible for the masses... Entertaining
and provocative, this promises to change the way you think about sex." Stylist "A fascinating examination of
a future that may not be too distant, as well as an account of historical misconceptions about conception."
Kirkus Reviews "[Prasad's] elegantly written romp through the science and history of conception is
conceivably as much fun as you'll ever have thinking about sex without working up a sweat." Publishers
Weekly

From the Back Cover
Aarathi Prasad is a biologist and science writer. She has appeared on TV and radio programmes, including
as presenter of Channel 4’s controversial ‘Is It Better to Be Mixed Race?’ and ‘Brave New World with
Stephen Hawking’, as well as BBC Radio 4’s ‘The Quest for Virgin Birth’, and written for Wired, the
Guardian, and many other publications. Previously a cancer genetics researcher at Imperial College London,
she subsequently moved into the worlds of science communication and policy, in areas including passage of
the human-animal chimaera stem-cell bill in the UK Parliament.

A single mother, Dr. Prasad lives in London.

About the Author
Aarathi Prasad is a biologist and science writer. She has appeared on TV and radio programmes, including as
presenter of Channel 4's controversial Is It Better to Be Mixed Race? and Brave New World with Stephen
Hawking. Previously a cancer genetics researcher at Imperial College London, she subsequently moved out
of the lab and into the worlds of science communication and policy, in areas including the passage in the UK
Parliament of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. A single mother, Dr Prasad lives in
London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Lee:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Like a Virgin:
How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex.



Edward McClung:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

William Pak:

You may get this Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

Pamela Watkins:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time
book Like a Virgin: How Science Is Redesigning the Rules of Sex. You can more attractive than now.
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