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Thisisthe first comprehensive book-length study of gender politicsin Ngugi wa
Thiong'o's fiction. Brendon Nicholls argues that mechanisms of gender
subordination are strategically crucial to Ngugi'sideologica project from hisfirst
novel to his most recent one. Nicholls describes the historical pressures that lead
Ngugi to represent women as he does, and shows that the novels themselves are
symptomatic of the cultural conditions that they address. Reading Ngugi's fiction
in terms of its Gikuyu allusions and references, a gendered narrative of history
emerges that creates transgressive spaces for women. Nicholls bases his
discussion on moments during the Mau Mau rebellion when women's
contributions to the anticolonial struggle could not be reduced to a patriarchal
narrative of Kenyan history, and this interpretive maneuver permits a reading of
Ngugi's fiction that accommodates femal e political and sexual agency. Nicholls
contributes to postcolonial theory by proposing a methodology for reading
cultura difference. This methodology critiques cultural practiceslike
clitoridectomy in an ethical manner that seeks to avoid both cultural imperialism
and cultural relativisim. His strategy of ‘performative reading,’ that is, making the
conditions of one text (such as folklore, history, or trandation) active in another
(for example, fiction, literary narrative, or nationalism), makes possible an ethical
reading of gender and of the conditions of reading in translation.
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Editorial Review

Review

'‘Brendon Nicholls revisits old issues such as gender and nationalism in African literature with freshness and
deploys historical context in his reading of Ngugi's texts with amazing discrimination. His book compels us
to look at the politics of tranglation in African literature with new insights and to see translation as a source
of creative energy and agency, rather than the space within which "original" meaning or the autochthon is
violated'. James Ogude, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa and author of Ngugi's Novels and
African History ... the book provides readers with a clear grasp of the subject matter... Recommended.'
Choice'A well-researched and highly theoretical monograph...' Review of English Studies'... very informed
and illuminating analysis.' Wasafiri

About the Author
Brendon NichollsisaLecturer in African and Postcolonial Literatures in the School of English, University
of Leeds. He was Deputy Co-Director of the Institute for Colonia and Postcolonial Studies.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Destiny Hunt:

This Ngugi wa Thiong' o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. That Ngugi wa Thiong’ o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading without
we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Ngugi wa Thiong’ o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading can bring any time you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves turn into full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Ngugi wa Thiong' o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading having good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Derek Wire:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ngugi wa Thiong’ o, Gender, and
the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
till dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Ngugi wa Thiong' o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you till
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already aerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Thelma Scott:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you read
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Ngugi wa Thiong' o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading provide you with new experiencein
studying a book.

Mary Brunner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Ngugi wa Thiong’ 0, Gender, and the Ethics of
Postcolonial Reading can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? L et us have Ngugi wa
Thiong’ o, Gender, and the Ethics of Postcolonial Reading.
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