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The success of No 126 Wing began before the D-Day landings, but its
phenomenal performance after the Normandy invasion has no simple
explanation. True, it profited from being in all the right places at all the right
moments during the war - D-Day and the breakout, Falaise Gap, Operation
Market Garden, the winter offensive in the Ardennes, and crossing the Rhine into
Germany. But other wings with 2nd TAF participated in the same operations,
without achieving nearly the same success as No 126.

As a self-contained unit, the five squadrons of Spitfires of No 126 Wing were
self-sufficient in everything they did. When the order came to move - men, fuel,
ammunition and everything vital for its operation picked up and drove to the next
farmer's field or suitable meadow. Often traveling in the dark on bombed out
roads, these ground units did an amazing job of not only finding their new bases
of operation, but preparing the field for the fighters ready for the next day's
flights. Every landing strip was temporary and just miles from the frontline.
Home was a tent, a slit trench a place of safety. Dysentery was a common
companion, making some pilots too weak to fly. Often they were shelled by
German artillery and mortars, and many times they found themselves behind
enemy lines.

This is a truly unique look at one of the most effective air force units ever
devised. Before D-Day 1944, a mobile fighter wing had never been tried before,
but after the Normandy landings the ground forces could not move without their
valuable support. This book examines the wing's operations chapter by chapter as
defined by the major ground operations. It also highlights the effectiveness of the
Spitfire in the fighter-bomber role, as well as in its more familiar air-superiority
mission - the Spitfire clearly dominated the skies over the advancing armies and
proved itself once again to be the most effective fighter of World War 2. But as
successful as the wing was, it was only as strong as the young men who gave so
much of their physical strength, intelligence and courage to make it happen.
Squadron biographies, therefore, are also included, as well as biographies of the
top aces and a close examination of the day-to-day operations of a mobile fighter
wing.
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The success of No 126 Wing began before the D-Day landings, but its phenomenal performance after the
Normandy invasion has no simple explanation. True, it profited from being in all the right places at all the
right moments during the war - D-Day and the breakout, Falaise Gap, Operation Market Garden, the winter
offensive in the Ardennes, and crossing the Rhine into Germany. But other wings with 2nd TAF participated
in the same operations, without achieving nearly the same success as No 126.

As a self-contained unit, the five squadrons of Spitfires of No 126 Wing were self-sufficient in everything
they did. When the order came to move - men, fuel, ammunition and everything vital for its operation picked
up and drove to the next farmer's field or suitable meadow. Often traveling in the dark on bombed out roads,
these ground units did an amazing job of not only finding their new bases of operation, but preparing the
field for the fighters ready for the next day's flights. Every landing strip was temporary and just miles from
the frontline. Home was a tent, a slit trench a place of safety. Dysentery was a common companion, making
some pilots too weak to fly. Often they were shelled by German artillery and mortars, and many times they
found themselves behind enemy lines.

This is a truly unique look at one of the most effective air force units ever devised. Before D-Day 1944, a
mobile fighter wing had never been tried before, but after the Normandy landings the ground forces could
not move without their valuable support. This book examines the wing's operations chapter by chapter as
defined by the major ground operations. It also highlights the effectiveness of the Spitfire in the fighter-
bomber role, as well as in its more familiar air-superiority mission - the Spitfire clearly dominated the skies
over the advancing armies and proved itself once again to be the most effective fighter of World War 2. But
as successful as the wing was, it was only as strong as the young men who gave so much of their physical
strength, intelligence and courage to make it happen. Squadron biographies, therefore, are also included, as
well as biographies of the top aces and a close examination of the day-to-day operations of a mobile fighter
wing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donald Nijboer is a freelance writer who lives in Toronto, Canada. He teaches courses in radio broadcasting
at Humber College of Technology and Advanced Learning. His four books, Cockpit: An Illustrated History
of World War II Aircraft Interiors, Gunner: An Illustrated History of World War II Aircraft Turrets and Gun
Positions, Cockpits of the Cold War and Graphic War - The Secret Aviation Drawings and Illustrations of
World War Two have been published by the Boston Mills Press. He has also written articles for Flight
Journal, Aviation History and Aeroplane Monthly. The author lives in Toronto, Ontario.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Sobel:

In other case, little people like to read book No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book No 126
Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

William Hughes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation
Elite Units). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

David Paras:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) as your
daily resource information.



Gloria Todd:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The No 126 Wing RCAF (Aviation Elite Units) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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