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Although many commentators on Rousseau’ s philosophy have noted its affinities
with Platonism and acknowledged the debt that Rousseau himself expressed to
Plato on numerous occasions, David Williamsisthe first to offer a
thoroughgoing, systematic examination of this linkage. His contributions to the
scholarship on Rousseau in this book are threefold: he enters the debate over
whether Rousseau is a Hobbesian (in rejecting transcendent norms) or a Platonist
(in accepting them) with a decisive argument supporting the latter position; he
tackles from a new angle the ever-challenging question of unity in Rousseau’s
thought; and he explores the dynamic metaphor of the chain throughout
Rousseau’ s writings as a key to understanding them as inspired by Platonism.

The book is organized into three main parts. The first sketches the background of
Platonism and materialist positivism in modern European metaphysics and
political philosophy that provided the context for Rousseau’ s intellectual
development. The second examines Rousseal’ s choice of Platonism over
positivism and its consequences for his philosophy generally. The third addresses
the legacy of Rousseau’ s thought and its appropriation by Kant, Marx, and
Foucault, suggesting that in an age where materialism and relativism arerife,
Rousseau may have much to teach us about how we view our own society and
can engage in constructive critique of it.
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Although many commentators on Rousseau’ s philosophy have noted its affinities with Platonism and
acknowledged the debt that Rousseau himself expressed to Plato on numerous occasions, David Williamsis
thefirst to offer athoroughgoing, systematic examination of this linkage. His contributions to the scholarship
on Rousseau in this book are threefold: he enters the debate over whether Rousseau is a Hobbesian (in
rejecting transcendent norms) or a Platonist (in accepting them) with a decisive argument supporting the
latter position; he tackles from a new angle the ever-challenging question of unity in Rousseau’ s thought;
and he explores the dynamic metaphor of the chain throughout Rousseau’ s writings as akey to
understanding them as inspired by Platonism.

The book is organized into three main parts. The first sketches the background of Platonism and materialist
positivism in modern European metaphysics and political philosophy that provided the context for
Rousseau’ sintellectua development. The second examines Rousseau’ s choice of Platonism over positivism
and its consequences for his philosophy generally. The third addresses the legacy of Rousseau’ s thought and
its appropriation by Kant, Marx, and Foucault, suggesting that in an age where materialism and relativism
arerife, Rousseau may have much to teach us about how we view our own society and can engage in
constructive critique of it.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Many] readers will appreciate the refreshing boldness with which Williams confronts us with a"choice” . .
. between Plato and Hobbes. . . . [This] isaclear and carefully argued book that should be of interest to both
Rousseau specialists and eighteenth-century scholars interested in questions of ontology and

epistemology." --Sophie Bourgault, Eighteenth-Century Sudies

Williams "provides a very welcome framework for reflecting upon and discussing a crucially important, yet
overlooked and misunderstood aspect of Rousseau's thought. The author's own Platonism shines through
throughout, in his argument and in his method, engaging the reader readily with Rousseau's project to
surmount the weaknesses of modern philosophy. . . . The fresh perspective he opens on it will hopefully
encourage innovative and constructive re-assessments of Rousseau's sources and legacy, and of his most
profound motivations." --Carolina Armenteros, European History Quarterly

"Williams presents a one-sided reading of Rousseau. But then, so did Judith Shklar, and so did Jean
Starobinski, even more brilliantly. That David Lay Williams does not seem entirely out of placein such
exalted company suggests the extent of his accomplishment in this superbly tendentious new study." --James
Miller, Perspectives on Palitics

"Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment is a model of thoughtful and sustained philosophical argument, and
Williamsis a sympathetic and careful reader of Rousseau. . . . Whether or not oneis persuaded by its central
claim, Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment provides the most comprehensive account available of Rousseau's
use of Platonic themes, and it offers a provocative argument bound to stimulate readersinterested in
Rousseau or the larger tradition of political thought." --Joseph R. Reisert, The Review of Politics

"David Lay Williams has written an important book. Its several virtues include a careful treatment of
Rousseau's primary texts, generous engagement with the secondary literature, and a style characterized by a
clarity and precision that renders its arguments accessible not only to specialists but to a wide range of
political theorists and historians of ideas. It also develops its argument with conviction and verve, and
engagement with this argument will be essential for students of Rousseau.” --Ryan Patrick

Hanley, Philosophy in Review

“Scholars have often remarked on the fact that Rousseau, a distinctively modern thinker, was a partisan of
ancient political practice. But perhaps Rousseau’ s philosophy isn’'t as modern, or as ssmply modern, as one
has supposed. David Lay Williams offers a carefully researched and well-argued case for Rousseau as a
|atter-day Platonist. Readers who care about Rousseau and his role in the unfolding of modernity will want to
read this book.”

—L aurence D. Cooper, Carleton College

“Rousseal istoo often thought to have waved his hands at what successors like Kant and Freud would really
grasp. Williams is to be congratulated for following Rousseau’ s own lead to Plato, his greatest predecessor.



Surprisingly, his Platonic Rousseau, though rooted in the past, proves a greater original and more important
guide to our own time than the Rousseaus who gesture toward the future.”

—Jonathan Marks, Ursinus College

“David Williams has now brilliantly undertaken the first serious study of Rousseau’ s Hellenophiliain seven
decades. . . . Williams's book will immediately become the ‘ standard’ one, and will join the company of
Shklar, Hendel, Starobinski, and Cassirer as awork that responsible Rousseau students need to know.”

—Patrick Riley, University of Wisconsin-Madison

“Williams offers a carefully researched and well-argued case for Rousseau as a latter-day Platonist. Readers
who care about Rousseau and hisrole in the unfolding of modernity will want to read this book.”

—L aurence D. Cooper, Carleton College

“Williams makes an impressive and largely successful attempt to discuss Rousseau beyond the confines of
any one discipline, and as aresult this book will be of valueto literary scholars, historians of ideas, and
philosophers as well as political theorists.”

—Neven Leddy, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

“In this sterling, deeply researched study, Williams (Univ. of Wisconsin, Stevens Point) explores how
thinkers ranging from Hobbes to d' Holbach highlight various sets of ideas that Rousseau combated in
developing his philosophical teaching. The account of Rousseau’ s predecessors who might be called
Platonists is especially interesting, asis the account of those who qualify as materialists. Moreover, Williams
provides a good overview of Rousseal’ s teaching, demonstrates a commendable grasp of the relevant
secondary literature, and argues ably for the superiority of his own interpretations. . . . Clearly written and
superbly organized, this book contributes much to Rousseau studies. An indispensable book for Rousseau
scholars, this volume also will appeal to genera readers and students at al levels.”

—C. E. Butterworth, Choice

“Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment is amodel of thoughtful and sustained philosophical argument, and
Williamsis a sympathetic and careful reader of Rousseau. He has evidently learned much from his
engagement with the commentators and from his effort to situate Rousseau’ s contributions within alarger
intellectual narrative, and hiswork isrich with insights. Whether or not one is persuaded by its central claim,



Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment provides the most comprehensive account available of Rousseau’ s use of
Platonic themes, and it offers a provocative argument bound to stimulate readers interested in Rousseau or
the larger tradition of political thought.”

—Joseph R. Reisert, Review of Politics

“David Lay Williams has provided us with a carefully researched and capably argued study of the influence
of Platonism on the philasophy of Jean-Jacques Rousseau—the most thorough and systematic study to date.
Y et this book is much more than just a study of Rousseau or his relationship to Plato and Platonism ... [its]
broad approach allows Williams to demonstrate both Rousseau’ s originality and the way in which he drew
on previous thinkers and traditions ... Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment is not only a significant
contribution to Rousseau scholarship but also an immensely useful work for scholars and students of
eighteenth-century thought and the history of political philosophy more generally.”

—Dennis Rasmussen, Eighteenth-Century Studies

“There are many things to like about Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment: it is clearly organized, lucidly
written, and crisply argued. Williams has read virtually everything Rousseau ever wrote, he knows the
secondary literature inside-out, and he also knows a lot about the history of philosophy. The chapters on
morality and the genera will in Rousseau are both first rate, asis the chapter on Kant.”

—James Miller, Perspectives on Palitics

“Williams's Platonic reading of Rousseau is refreshing, illuminating, and compelling. . . [His] accomplished
book is a highly significant contribution to our understanding of a perennially beguiling political thinker.”

—Robert Lamb, Political Sudies Review

“[Many] readers will appreciate the refreshing boldness with which Williams confronts us with a*“choice” . .
. between Plato and Hobbes. . . . [Thig] isaclear and carefully argued book that should be of interest to both
Rousseau specialists and eighteenth-century scholarsinterested in questions of ontology and epistemology.”

—Sophie Bourgault, Eighteenth-Century Sudies

“Clearly written and superbly organized, this book contributes much to Rousseau studies. An indispensable
book for Rousseau scholars, this volume also will appeal to general readers and students at all levels.”



—C. E. Butterworth, Choice

“Williams' work provides a very welcome framework for reflecting upon and discussing a crucially
important, yet overlooked and misunderstood aspect of Rousseau’ s thought. The author’s own Platonism
shines through throughout, in his argument and in his method, engaging the reader readily with Rousseau’s
project to surmount the weaknesses of modern philosophy, especially the Hobbesian tradition. As Williams
himself points out, his subject of study is particularly cogent in the age of democratic materialism. The fresh
perspective he opens on it will hopefully encourage innovative and constructive re-assessments of

Rousseau’ s sources and legacy, and of his most profound motivations.”

—Carolina Armenteros, European History Quarterly

“There are many thingsto like about Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment: it is clearly organized, lucidly
written, and crisply argued. Williams has read virtually everything Rousseau ever wrote, he knows the
secondary literature inside-out, and he also knows alot about the history of philosophy. The chapters on
morality and the general will in Rousseau are both first rate, as is the chapter on Kant. . . . Williams,
[however], presents a one-sided reading of Rousseau. But then, so did Judith Shklar, and so did Jean
Starobinski, even more brilliantly. That David Lay Williams does not seem entirely out of place in such
exalted company suggests the extent of his accomplishment in this superbly tendentious new study.”

—James Miller, Perspectives on Palitics

“Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment is amodel of thoughtful and sustained philosophical argument, and
Williamsis a sympathetic and careful reader of Rousseau. He has evidently learned much from his
engagement with the commentators and from his effort to situate Rousseau’ s contributions within alarger
intellectual narrative, and hiswork is rich with insights. Whether or not one is persuaded by its central claim,
Rousseau’ s Platonic Enlightenment provides the most comprehensive account available of Rousseau’ s use of
Platonic themes, and it offers a provocative argument bound to stimulate readers interested in Rousseau or
the larger tradition of political thought.”

—Joseph R. Reisert, The Review of Palitics

“David Lay Williams has written an important book. Its several virtues include a careful treatment of
Rousseau’ s primary texts, generous engagement with the secondary literature, and a style characterized by a
clarity and precision that renders its arguments accessible not only to specialists but to a wide range of
political theorists and historians of ideas. It also develops its argument with conviction and verve, and
engagement with this argument will be essential for students of Rousseal.”

—Ryan Patrick Hanley, Philosophy in Review



From the Back Cover

"David Williams has now brilliantly undertaken the first serious study of Rousseau's Hellenophiliain seven
decades. . . . Williams's book will immediately become the “standard' one, and will join the company of
Shklar, Hendel, Starobinski, and Cassirer as awork that responsible Rousseau students need to know." --
from the Foreword by Patrick Riley, Oakeshott Professor of Political Science & Philosophy, University of
Wisconsin-Madison

"Scholars have often remarked on the fact that Rousseau, a distinctively modern thinker, was a partisan of
ancient political practice. But perhaps Rousseau's philosophy isn't as modern, or as ssmply modern, as one
has supposed. David Lay Williams offers a carefully researched and well-argued case for Rousseau as a
|atter-day Platonist. Readers who care about Rousseau and hisrole in the unfolding of modernity will want to
read this book." --Laurence D. Cooper, Carleton College

"Rousseau is too often thought to have waved his hands at what successors like Kant and Freud would really
grasp. Williamsisto be congratulated for following Rousseau's own lead to Plato, his greatest predecessor.
Surprisingly, his Platonic Rousseau, though rooted in the past, proves a greater original and more important
guide to our own time than the Rousseaus who gesture toward the future." --Jonathan Marks, Ursinus
College

About the Author

David Lay Williamsis Associate Professor of Political Science and Philosophy at the University of
Wisconsin—Stevens Point.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Shelia Coggins:

In other case, little people like to read book Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant the book Rousseau's
Platonic Enlightenment. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Scot Vines:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which oneis acceptable to believe or which one the actua resource are convinced. If you
have the unstabl e resource then you aobtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment
as your daily resource information.



Christopher Williams:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment is
simpleto bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
spaceto bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

WillisHarrington:

Y ou may get this Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust
like now, you just looking by your maobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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