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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can
properly re-create the celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles,
and Euripides, the Greek Tragedy in New Translations series offers new
translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke the
poetry of the originals.

Aeschylus' Oresteia, the only ancient tragic trilogy to survive, is one of the great
foundational texts of Western culture. It begins with Agamemnon, which
describes Agamemnon's return from the Trojan War and his murder at the hands
of his wife Clytemnestra, continues with her murder by their son Orestes in
Libation Bearers, and concludes with Orestes' acquittal at a court founded by
Athena in Eumenides. The trilogy thus traces the evolution of justice in human
society from blood vengeance to the rule of law, Aeschylus' contribution to a
Greek legend steeped in murder, adultery, human sacrifice, cannibalism, and
endless intrigue. This new translation is faithful to the strangeness of the original
Greek and to its enduring human truth, expressed in language remarkable for
poetic intensity, rich metaphorical texture, and a verbal density that modulates at
times into powerful simplicity. The translation's precise but complicated rhythms
honor the music of the Greek, bringing into unforgettable English the Aeschylean
vision of a world fraught with spiritual and political tensions.
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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can properly re-create the
celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the Greek Tragedy in New
Translations series offers new translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke
the poetry of the originals.

Aeschylus' Oresteia, the only ancient tragic trilogy to survive, is one of the great foundational texts of
Western culture. It begins with Agamemnon, which describes Agamemnon's return from the Trojan War and
his murder at the hands of his wife Clytemnestra, continues with her murder by their son Orestes in Libation
Bearers, and concludes with Orestes' acquittal at a court founded by Athena in Eumenides. The trilogy thus
traces the evolution of justice in human society from blood vengeance to the rule of law, Aeschylus'
contribution to a Greek legend steeped in murder, adultery, human sacrifice, cannibalism, and endless
intrigue. This new translation is faithful to the strangeness of the original Greek and to its enduring human
truth, expressed in language remarkable for poetic intensity, rich metaphorical texture, and a verbal density
that modulates at times into powerful simplicity. The translation's precise but complicated rhythms honor the
music of the Greek, bringing into unforgettable English the Aeschylean vision of a world fraught with
spiritual and political tensions.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Burian is Professor of Classical and Comparative Literatures and Theater Studies at Duke University.

Alan Shapiro is Professor of English and Creative Writing at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. A winner of the prestigious Lila Wallace Reader's Digest award 1992-95, he is the author of several
poetry collections, including Tantalus in Love, Song and Dance, and The Dead Alive Busy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

This The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy
in New Translations) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek
Tragedy in New Translations) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Complete Aeschylus:
Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ernestine Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek
Tragedy in New Translations) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1
(Greek Tragedy in New Translations) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Angel Sherrill:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that will



improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The
Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Charles Wagoner:

Beside this particular The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Complete Aeschylus: Volume I: The
Oresteia: 1 (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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