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Grand in its sweep, this survey of the sacred writings of the magjor religions of the
world offers athoughtful introduction to the ideas and beliefs upon which great
faiths are built. Under the expert guidance of John Bowker, areligious scholar
and author of international stature, readers explore the key texts of Jewish,
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, Confucian, Daoist, and
Shinto traditions. The author discusses some 400 books, among them such well-
known sacred texts as the Bible and the Quran, but also spiritual writings by
theologians, philosophers, poets, and others.

Bowker provides clear and illuminating commentary on each text, describing the
content and core tenets of the work and quoting pertinent passages. He also sets
the writings in religious and historical contexts, showing how they have
influenced—and in many cases continue to influence—artistic, musical, literary,
and political traditions. The Message and the Book is essential reading for anyone
who wishes to understand the meaning and the deep significance of primary
religious texts of civilizations around the globe.
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Grand in its sweep, this survey of the sacred writings of the mgjor religions of the world offers a thoughtful
introduction to the ideas and beliefs upon which great faiths are built. Under the expert guidance of John
Bowker, areligious scholar and author of international stature, readers explore the key texts of Jewish,
Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, Confucian, Daoist, and Shinto traditions. The author
discusses some 400 books, among them such well-known sacred texts as the Bible and the Quran, but also
spiritual writings by theologians, philosophers, poets, and others.

Bowker provides clear and illuminating commentary on each text, describing the content and core tenets of
the work and quoting pertinent passages. He also sets the writingsin religious and historical contexts,
showing how they have influenced—and in many cases continue to influence—artistic, musical, literary, and
political traditions. The Message and the Book is essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand the
meaning and the deep significance of primary religious texts of civilizations around the globe.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A masterly survey of the major writings of the religions of the world, presenting their canonical texts along
with texts regarded as secondary revelation and other writings from theol ogians, philosophers and poets.
Grand inits historical sweep and extensive in geographical extent, thisrichly textured book is detailed,
engaging, clear and original. Anyone wishing to understand the world's religions should read this book."--
Gavin Flood, Oxford University--Gavin Flood (11/08/2011)

About the Author

John Bowker isaformer fellow of Corpus Christi College and Trinity College, Cambridge, and of Gresham
College, London. Helivesin the UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Garner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Message and the Book:
Sacred Texts of the World's Religions. All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Steven Barraza:

With this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the
World's Religions. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Lyndsey L afferty:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
ismost critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.



Marilyn Oxford:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring usto
around the world. From the book The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life by this book The Message and the Book: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions. Y ou can more appealing
than now.
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