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The study of Paul and his letters can be exciting, challenging, and life-changing,
but only if it is done well and only if students achieve more than a basic
familiarity with the subject. This is exactly what Pauline experts Bruce W.
Longenecker and Todd D. Still accomplish with their new textbook aimed at
college and seminary level courses on Paul and his writings.

Longenecker and Still bring decades of study and expertise to Thinking through
Paul, challenging readers to delve deeply into Paul’s writings  and wrestle with
his richly-layered and dynamic theological discourse.

Seeking to situate their study of the Apostle in proper perspective, Longenecker
and Still first look at Paul’s life before and after his encounter with the risen
Christ en route to Damascus, then examine each of Paul’s letters individually,
and finally synthesize the Pauline writings to highlight the main strands of Paul’s
theologizing?all the while keeping in mind the particular context of first-century
Christianity. Filled with images, maps, charts, and questions for further study and
discussion, Thinking through Paul is both engaging and easy-to-follow, making it
the perfect choice for classrooms and for interested readers.
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The study of Paul and his letters can be exciting, challenging, and life-changing, but only if it is done well
and only if students achieve more than a basic familiarity with the subject. This is exactly what Pauline
experts Bruce W. Longenecker and Todd D. Still accomplish with their new textbook aimed at college and
seminary level courses on Paul and his writings.

Longenecker and Still bring decades of study and expertise to Thinking through Paul, challenging readers to
delve deeply into Paul’s writings  and wrestle with his richly-layered and dynamic theological discourse.

Seeking to situate their study of the Apostle in proper perspective, Longenecker and Still first look at Paul’s
life before and after his encounter with the risen Christ en route to Damascus, then examine each of Paul’s
letters individually, and finally synthesize the Pauline writings to highlight the main strands of Paul’s
theologizing?all the while keeping in mind the particular context of first-century Christianity. Filled with
images, maps, charts, and questions for further study and discussion, Thinking through Paul is both engaging
and easy-to-follow, making it the perfect choice for classrooms and for interested readers.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thinking through Paul is a winning combination of richly illustrated, introductory material on Paul and the
Pauline corpus (chaps. 1–10) and discussion of Paul’s “theological discourse” (chaps. 11–13). Many up-to-
date and judicious discussions of debated issues in Pauline studies are included, studded with illuminating
primary and secondary source quotations. The authors stress Paul’s “apocalyptic narrative” as providing
coherence to the letters, as well as reconstruct other metanarratives---about the covenant people Israel and
the Roman imperial order---that help contextualize Paul within Jewish and Roman milieux. Students will be
well-served by this up-to-date, expert, and user-friendly textbook, which aims not only to inform but also to
foster a christocentric ethos. -- Judith Gundry, Yale Divinity School

For students of the apostle Paul, this is a valuable textbook on several accounts. Not only are Longenecker
and Still notable Pauline scholars, but they introduce the life and letters of Paul in a clear manner and with
fairness when addressing debated issues. Perhaps most importantly---something that sets this introduction
apart from many others---the authors help us to appreciate Paul’s rich and complex thought and challenge us
to wrestle with his theology for ourselves. Longenecker and Still succeed precisely in their aim, to facilitate
“thinking through Paul.” The job is never done; it has only begun, but this is a wise place to begin. I look
forward to introducing this book to my students! -- Nijay K. Gupta, George Fox Evangelical Seminary

Written by leading Pauline scholars, Thinking through Paul is a reliable and accessible guide both to recent
scholarship on the apostle and to the content and context of each of his letters. This is a fine (and richly
illustrated) textbook whose use need hardly be confined to the classroom! -- Stephen Westerholm, McMaster
University

Introducing the apostle Paul is more than a challenge today: not only do historical problems abound but
theological debates about the heart of Paul’s thinking have become a storm center. Somehow, Longenecker
and Still have successfully cleared the ground for students to find Paul. Here is a beautifully produced and
efficiently organized introduction to Paul. -- Scot McKnight, Northern Seminary

About the Author

Bruce W. Longenecker (PhD, University of Durham, England) is professor of religion and W. W. Melton
Chair at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. He has previously taught at the University of St. Andrews,
Cambridge University, and the University of Durham. He is the author of several books, including
Remember the Poor: Paul, Poverty, and the Greco-Roman World, and The Lost Letters of Pergamum: A
Story from the New Testament World.

Todd D. Still (Ph. D., University of Glasgow, Scotland) serves as the William M. Hinson Professor of
Christian Scriptures (New Testament and Greek) at the George W. Truett Theological Seminary of Baylor
University in Waco, Texas. In addition to having written Colossians for the revised edition of The
Expositor's Bible Commentary, Dr. Still is the author of Conflict at Thessalonica as well as Philippians &
Philemon. He is also the (co-) editor of several volumes (including Jesus and Paul Reconnected, After the



First Urban Christians, and Tertullian and Paul) and has published articles in such scholarly journals as New
Testament Studies, Journal of Biblical Literature, and Catholic Biblical Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Butler:

This book untitled Thinking through Paul: A Survey of His Life, Letters, and Theology to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Pamela Adair:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Thinking through Paul: A Survey of His Life, Letters, and Theology why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Emma O\'Neill:

Beside this particular Thinking through Paul: A Survey of His Life, Letters, and Theology in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Thinking through Paul: A Survey of His Life,
Letters, and Theology because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Marshall Jackson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thinking through Paul: A Survey of
His Life, Letters, and Theology can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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