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Lena Duchannesis unlike anyone the small Southern town of Gatlin has ever
seen, and she's struggling to conceal her power, and a curse that has haunted her
family for generations. But even within the overgrown gardens, murky swamps
and crumbling graveyards of the forgotten South, a secret cannot stay hidden
forever.

Ethan Wate, who has been counting the months until he can escape from Gatlin,
is haunted by dreams of a beautiful girl he has never met. When Lena moves into
the town's oldest and most infamous plantation, Ethan is inexplicably drawn to
her and determined to uncover the connection between them.

In atown with no surprises, one secret could change everything.
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Lena Duchannesis unlike anyone the small Southern town of Gatlin has ever seen, and she's struggling to
conceal her power, and a curse that has haunted her family for generations. But even within the overgrown
gardens, murky swamps and crumbling graveyards of the forgotten South, a secret cannot stay hidden
forever.

Ethan Wate, who has been counting the months until he can escape from Gatlin, is haunted by dreams of a
beautiful girl he has never met. When Lena moves into the town's oldest and most infamous plantation,
Ethan is inexplicably drawn to her and determined to uncover the connection between them.

In atown with no surprises, one secret could change everything.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Ethan Wate is struggling to hide his apathy for his high school "in" crowd in small town Gatlin, South
Carolina, until he meets the determinedly "out" Lena Duchannes, the girl of his dreams (literally--she has
been in his nightmares for months). What follows is a smart, modern fantasy--a tale of star-crossed lovers
and a dark, dangerous secret. Beautiful Creaturesis adelicious southern Gothic that charms you from the
first page, drawing you into adark world of magic and mystery until you emerge gasping and blinking,
wondering what happened to the last few hours (and how many more you're willing to give up). To tell too
much of the plot would spoil the thrill of discovery, and believe me, you will want to uncover the secrets of
thisrichly imagined dark fantasy on your own. --Daphne Durham

Amazon Exclusive I nterview with Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl, Authors of Beautiful Creatures

What does your writing processlook like? Isit tough to write a book together ? Did you ever have any
knock-down drag-out fights over a plot point or character trait?

Margie: The best way to describe our writing processis like arunning stitch. We don't write separate
chapters, or characters. We pass the draft back and forth constantly, and we actually write over each other's
work, until we get to the point where we truly don't know who has written what.

Kami: By the end of the book, we don't even know. The classic exampleiswhen | said, "Marg, | really hate
that line. It hasto go." And she said, "Cut it. You wrote it."

Margie: | think we were friends for so long before we were writing partners that there was an unusual
amount of trust from the start.

Kami: It's about respect. And it helps that we can't remember when who wrote the bad line.

Margie: We save our hig fights for the important things, like the lack of ice in my house or how cold our



officeis. And why none of my Y ouTube videos are as popular as the one of Kami's three-fingered
typing...okay, that one is understandable, given the page count for "Beautiful Creatures.”

Kami: What can | say? | was saving the other seven fingers for the sequel.
What kinds of booksdo you liketo read?

Kami: | read aimost exclusively Young Adult fiction, with some Middle Grade fiction thrown in for good
measure. As a Reading Specialist, | work with children and teensin grades K-12, so basically | read what
they read.

Margie: When | write it comes from the same place as when | read: wanting to hang out with fictional
charactersin fictional worlds. | identify more as areader than awriter; | just have to writeit first so | can
read it.

What books/author s have inspired you?

Kami: "To Kill aMockingbird" by Harper Lee, "A Good Man isHard to Find & Other Stories’ by Flannery
O'Connor, "Fahrenheit 451" by Ray Bradbury and "The Witching Hour" by Anne Rice. | also love Pablo
Neruda

Margie: | think Harper Lee is the greatest writer alive today. Eudora Welty is my other Southern writer
kindred; | was obsessed with her in grad school. Susan Cooper and Diana Wynne Jones made me love
fantasy, and my favorite poets are Emily Dickinson (at Amherst College, | even lived on her street) and
Stevie Smith.

Did you set out to writefiction for young adults? Why?
Kami: We actually wrote "Beautiful Creatures’ on a dare from some of the teen readersin our lives.
Margie: Not so much readers as bosses.

Kami: Looking back, we wrote it sort of like the serialized fiction of Charles Dickens, turning in pagesto our
teen readers every week.

Margie: And by week she means day.

Kami: When we were getting texts in the middle of the night from teens demanding more pages, we knew
we had to finish.

Margie: Asit saysin our acknowledgements, their asking what happened next changed what happened next.
Teens are so authentic. That's probably why we love Y A. Even when it's fantasy, it's the emotional truth.

A lot of usvoracious readersliketo cast a book after reading it. Did you guys have a shared view of
who your charactersare? Did each of you take a different character to develop, or did you share every

aspect?

Kami: We've never cast our characters, but we definitely know what they look like. Sometimes we see actors
in magazines and say, "Lenajust wore that!"

Margie: We create al our characters together, but after a point they became as real as any of the other people
we know. We forget they're not.



Kami: | never thought of it like that. | guess we do spend all our time talking about imaginary people.
Margie: So long asit's not to them...

Did you always plan to start the book with Ethan's story? Why?

Kami: We knew before we started that we wanted to write from aboy's point of view. Margie and | both
have brothers—-six, between us—so it wasn't a stretch. It's an interesting experience to fall in love with the
guy telling the story rather than the guy the story is about.

Margie: We do kind of love Ethan, so we wanted there to be more to him than just the boy from boy meets
girl.

Kami: He's the guy who stands by you at all costs and accepts you for who you are, even if you aren't quite
sure who that is.

What ison your nightstand now?

Kami: | have a huge stack, but here are ones at the top: "Mama Dip's Kitchen," a cookbook by Mildred
Council, "The Demon's Lexicon" by Sarah Rees Brennan, " Shadowed Summer" by Saundra Mitchell,
"Rampant” by Diana Peterfreund, and an Advanced Reader Copy of "Sisters Red" by Jackson Pearce.

Margie: | have Robin McKinley's "Beauty," Maggie Stiefvater's "Ballad," Kristen Cashore's "Fire," Libba
Bray's "Going Bovine," and "Everything Is Fine" by AnnDee Ellis. And now |I'm mad because | know a)
Kami stole my "Rampant" and b) didn't tell me she has "Sisters Red"!

What isyour idea of comfort reading?

Kami: If given the choice, I'll always reach for a paranormal romance or an urban fantasy. | also re-read my
favorite books over and over.

Margie: It'sall comfort reading to me. | sleep with booksin my bed. Like a dog, only without the shedding
and the smelling.

Have you written the next book already? What's next for Lena and Ethan?

Margie: We are revising the next book now. | don't want to give too much away, but summer in Gatlin isn't
always avacation.

Kami: | would describe book two as intense and emotional. For Ethan and Lena, the stakes are even higher.

Margie: That'strue. Book two involves true love, broken hearts, the Seventeenth Moon, and cream-of-grief
casseroles...

Kami: Gatlin at it's finest!

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up—Ethan Wate, a high school sophomore, plans to escape his small Southern town as soon as he
can. Life has been difficult since his mother died; his father, awriter, has withdrawn into his study. Then

L ena Duchannes arrives, and this strange new girl is the very one who has been occupying his dreams. She
and her kin are Casters, beings who have supernatural powers. Getting to know her exposes Ethan to time
travel, mortal danger, and love. The teens can hardly bear to be apart, but Lena's 16th birthday, when she will



be Claimed for dark or light, isonly 6 months away. To save her, they fight supernatural powers and the
prejudice of closed-minded people. Y et, good and evil are not clearly delineated, nor are they necessarily at
odds. In the Gothic tradition of Anne Rice, the authors evoke a dark, supernatural world in a seemingly
simple town obsessed with Civil War reenactments and deeply loyal to its Confederate past. The intensity of
Ethan and Lena's need to be together is palpable, the detailed descriptions create a vivid, authentic world,
and the alure of this story isthe power of love. The satisfying conclusion is sure to lead directly into a
sequel. Givethisto fans of Stephenie Meyer's Twilight (Little, Brown, 2005) or HBO's "True Blood" series
and they will devour all 600-plus pages of this teen Gothic romance.—Amy J. Chow, The Brearley School,
New York City

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Ethan haslived in Gatlin, South Carolina, hiswhole life, as have generations of his family. If there's one
thing he knows, nothing changes. Enter Lena Duchannes, and suddenly nothing is the same. Like most
southern gothics, this story hides a secret, one that links Ethan’s and Lena’ s families. Otherworldly elements
abound: Lena, from afamily of spell casters, iswaiting for her sixteenth birthday to seeif she'll be claimed
by the Light or the Dark. Meanwhile, Lena and Ethan, who can read each other’ s thoughts, are traveling back
in time to the Civil War, when two star-crossed lovers meet their fates. Throw in secret mystical libraries, a
literal witch hunt, dead parents, and the snarky girls and sports teams of high school, and there’ salot going
on here. Maybe too much. The 600-plus pages could have been cut to make atighter, better story. Despite
the bulk, there' s plenty teens will like: romance, magic, hauntings, and the promise of more to come. Grades
9-12. --Ilene Cooper

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Molly Cooper:

The book Beautiful Creatures make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Beautiful Creatures being your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Beautiful Creatures.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Donald Cor bett:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each datathey get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Beautiful Creatures book as this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Floyd Eichner:

The event that you get from Beautiful Creatures isamore deep you looking the information that hide within
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Beautiful Creatures giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific Beautiful Creatures instantly.

Rebecca M uldoon:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Beautiful Creatures as the daily resource
information.
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