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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 8-10-n this poignant, stand-alone sequel to the wrenching romance, If You Come Softly (Putnam,
1998), Woodson's characters are dealing with grief and picking up the pieces of their lives after the death of
15-year-old Jeremiah (Miah) Roselind. The impact of their loss is revealed through the alternating voices of
hiswhite girlfriend, Ellie; basketball teammate, Kennedy; childhood friend, Carlton; and his separated
parents. As ayear passes and these characters take "a step deeper into their world.... The world they're
learning to live in without you," Miah's spiritual voice searches for afinal, parting moment to whisper that
they are loved so that they can move on into their own futures. With tenderness and compassion, the author
exposes the characters' vulnerabilities and offers the hope that they will emerge and grow from this tragic
loss. Although the voices are distinct, a quiet, reflective tone pervades the story. Interestingly, each character
opens up and changes in some way except Ellie's parents, who espouse liberal views but never accepted their
daughter's African-American boyfriend or his friends. Readers who savor tough reality stories as much as
happy endings will appreciate this thought-provoking, satisfying novel that offers hope but no easy
answers.—Gerry Larson, Durham School of the Arts, NC

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 7-12. "Even if you turn your back on the world you left, you're still pulled toward it, you're still turning
around--always--to look behind you. To make sure everyone's o.k.," says teenage Jeremiah, who first
appeared in Woodson's If You Come Softly (1998). In this moving sequel, Jeremiah is dead, killed by New
York City police bullets. Like the main character in Gary Soto's Afterlife (2003), Jeremiah watches over the
people he has left behind--his girlfriend, Ellie; his friends; his divorced parents--as each struggles through
grief and tries to "keep doing what the living do," ultimately finding new connections with one another and
themselves. Softly alternates between Jeremiah and Ellie's voices. Here Woodson includes the first-person
perspectives of several other characters, and with so many different voices, the narrative becomes crowded,
diluting each character's story. Still, Woodson writes with impressive poetry about race, love, death, and
what grief feels like--the things that "snap the heart"--and her characters' open strength and wary optimism
will resonate with many teens. Gillian Engberg

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

In adeftly constructed series of first-person reactions and reflections, Woodson reaches back to the events of
If You Come Softly and explores the grieving and process of moving on for both the mistakenly killed
Jeremiah aswell asfor hisfamily, friends, and white, Jewish girlfriend. "VOYA"

Books with painful subject matter rarely leave the reader longing for more. This one does. "Children s
Literature"

?In adeftly constructed series of first-person reactions and reflections, Woodson reaches back to the events
of If You Come Softly and explores the grieving and process of moving on for both the mistakenly killed
Jeremiah as well asfor hisfamily, friends, and white, Jewish girlfriend.? ?'VOYA"

?Books with painful subject matter rarely leave the reader longing for more. This one does.? ?'Children's
Literature"
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"In adeftly constructed series of first-person reactions and reflections, Woodson reaches back to the events
of If You Come Softly and explores the grieving and process of moving on for both the mistakenly killed
Jeremiah aswell asfor hisfamily, friends, and white, Jewish girlfriend.” - "VOY A"

"Books with painful subject matter rarely leave the reader longing for more. Thisone does." - "Children's
Literature"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carissa Taylor:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Behind Y ou will make you
to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Bradley Simpson:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is Behind Y ou.

Nicholas Tapia:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be learn. Behind Y ou can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.

Nancy Williams:

Y ou can find this Behind Y ou by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of thisbook are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make



your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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