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Technological advances and changesin the global economy are increasing the
geographic distribution of work in industries as diverse as banking, wine
production, and clothing design. Many workers communicate regularly with
distant coworkers; some monitor and manipulate tools and objects at a distance.
Work teams are spread across different cities or countries. Joint ventures and
multiorganizational projects entail work in many locations. Two famous
examples -- the Hudson Bay Company's seventeenth-century fur trading empire
and the electronic community that created the original Linux computer operating
system -- suggest that distributed work arrangements can be flexible, innovative,
and highly successful. At the same time, distributed work complicates workers
professional and personal lives. Distributed work alters how people communicate
and how they organize themselves and their work, and it changes the nature of
employee-employer relationships.This book takes a multidisciplinary approach to
the study of distributed work groups and organizations, the challengesinherent in
distributed work, and ways to make distributed work more effective. Specific
topics include division of labor, incentives, managing group members,
facilitating interaction among distant workers, and monitoring performance. The
final chapters focus on distributed work in one domain, collaborative scientific
research. The contributors include psychol ogists, cognitive scientists,
sociologists, anthropologists, historians, economists, and computer scientists.
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Technological advances and changesin the global economy are increasing the geographic distribution of
work inindustries as diverse as banking, wine production, and clothing design. Many workers communicate
regularly with distant coworkers; some monitor and manipulate tools and objects at a distance. Work teams
are spread across different cities or countries. Joint ventures and multiorganizational projects entail work in
many locations. Two famous examples -- the Hudson Bay Company's seventeenth-century fur trading empire
and the electronic community that created the original Linux computer operating system -- suggest that
distributed work arrangements can be flexible, innovative, and highly successful. At the sametime,
distributed work complicates workers' professional and personal lives. Distributed work alters how people
communicate and how they organize themselves and their work, and it changes the nature of employee-
employer relationships.This book takes a multidisciplinary approach to the study of distributed work groups
and organizations, the challenges inherent in distributed work, and ways to make distributed work more
effective. Specific topicsinclude division of labor, incentives, managing group members, facilitating
interaction among distant workers, and monitoring performance. The final chapters focus on distributed work
in one domain, collaborative scientific research. The contributors include psychologists, cognitive scientists,
sociologists, anthropologists, historians, economists, and computer scientists.
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Editorial Review
Review

Thisisaterrific collection of up-to-date research and thinking on avery timely topic. Many, many managers
are struggling to make sense of virtuality and the global diffusion of work teams. This volume, while short of
glib and easy answers, will provide them with much-needed tools and approaches for understanding this new
wave of workplace innovation and disruption.

(Laurence Prusak, Executive Director, IBM Institue for Knowledge Management)

Distributed Work isthe most comprehensive collection of research on thistopic | have ever read. Hinds and
Kieder have done a great service to the research community in producing this book. The chapters on
historical business models are especialy relevant to today's work world.

(Charles Grantham, Founder and Chief Scientit, Institute for the Study of Distributed Work)
About the Author

Pamela J. Hinds is Assistant Professor of Management Science and Engineering at Stanford University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vincent Cartagena:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Distributed Work (MIT Press). Y ou can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Distributed Work
(MIT Press). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simpleissue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel fed up to
gotothelibrary. Let's study.

Philip Edwards:

The book Distributed Work (MIT Press) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Distributed Work (MIT Press) to be
your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like available and read a reserve Distributed
Work (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?



Debra Palacios:

The experience that you get from Distributed Work (MIT Press) is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Distributed Work (MIT Press) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book aso makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular Distributed Work (MIT Press) instantly.

Elizabeth Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Distributed
Work (MIT Press) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Distributed Work (MIT Press)is asingle of several books this everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.
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