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Sarah Baartman's iconic status as the "Hottentot Venus" - as "victimized" African
woman, "Mother" of the new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless
women of the African Diaspora - has led to an outpouring of essays, biographies,
films, interviews, art installations, and centers, comprising a virtual archive that
seeks to find some meaning in her persona. Yet even those with the best
intentions, fighting to give Baartman agency, a voice, a personhood, continue to
service the general narratives of European documentation of her life without
asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?" This collection is
the first of its kind to offer a space for international scholars, cultural activists,
and visual artists to examine the legacy of Baartman's life anew, specifically
finding an alternative Africanist rendering of a person whose life has left a
profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and
represented the world over.
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Sarah Baartman's iconic status as the "Hottentot Venus" - as "victimized" African woman, "Mother" of the
new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless women of the African Diaspora - has led to an outpouring
of essays, biographies, films, interviews, art installations, and centers, comprising a virtual archive that seeks
to find some meaning in her persona. Yet even those with the best intentions, fighting to give Baartman
agency, a voice, a personhood, continue to service the general narratives of European documentation of her
life without asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?" This collection is the first of its
kind to offer a space for international scholars, cultural activists, and visual artists to examine the legacy of
Baartman's life anew, specifically finding an alternative Africanist rendering of a person whose life has left a
profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and represented the world over.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Apart from examining archives on Sarah Baartman, the book functions as an archive itself. The inclusion of
poetry, song, visual art, and building projects lend a depth to the articles by solidifying the idea of Sarah
Baartman as being more than a subject of scholarly research. This book is important in that it affords the
opportunity to look back, not only at Sarah Baartman, but at social and political traditions that characterise
human behaviour, the discourses employed to make sense of it, and aspects of our various pasts that were
found wanting, and in this way, chart the path forward to new discourses and understandings. The text is as
much about a figure long departed as it is about those that are currently living." - Nwabisa Bangeni, Lecturer,
Department of English, Stellenbosch University, South Africa
"Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman is a provocative and timely
collection of essays on Sarah Baartman. At the same time, this is a collection that has much to say about
enduring discourses on Black women that find circulation today. Gordon-Chipembere and her contributors
engage and expand the registers used to speak about Black women’s bodies and subjectivities across epochs.
It is a conversation on the discourses on Black women by scholars from across the globe, connecting areas of
Black feminist scholarship that often speak past each other rather than in exchange." - Pumla Dineo Gqola,
PhD, author of What is slavery to me?: Postcolonial/Slave Memory in Post-apartheid South Africa

Review
"Apart from examining archives on Sarah Baartman, the book functions as an archive itself. The inclusion of
poetry, song, visual art, and building projects lend a depth to the articles by solidifying the idea of Sarah
Baartman as being more than a subject of scholarly research. This book is important in that it affords the
opportunity to look back, not only at Sarah Baartman, but at social and political traditions that characterise
human behaviour, the discourses employed to make sense of it, and aspects of our various pasts that were
found wanting, and in this way, chart the path forward to new discourses and understandings. The text is as
much about a figure long departed as it is about those that are currently living." - Nwabisa Bangeni, Lecturer,
Department of English, Stellenbosch University, South Africa

"Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman is a provocative and timely
collection of essays on Sarah Baartman. At the same time, this is a collection that has much to say about
enduring discourses on Black women that find circulation today. Gordon-Chipembere and her contributors
engage and expand the registers used to speak about Black women's bodies and subjectivities across epochs.
It is a conversation on the discourses on Black women by scholars from across the globe, connecting areas of
Black feminist scholarship that often speak past each other rather than in exchange." - Pumla Dineo Gqola,
PhD, author of What is slavery to me?: Postcolonial/Slave Memory in Post-apartheid South Africa

From the Back Cover
Sarah Baartman’s iconic status as the "Hottentot Venus" - as "victimized" African woman, "Mother" of the
new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless women of the African Diaspora - has led to countless
essays, biographies, films, interviews, art installations, and research centers, comprising a virtual archive that
seeks to find some meaning in her persona. Yet even those with the best intentions, fighting to give her
agency, a voice, a personhood, continue to reinforce the outmoded European narrative of her life without



asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?" This collection, the first of its kind, offers a
space in which international scholars, cultural activists, and visual artists examine the legacy of Baartman’s
life anew. It disrupts iconic, pop-culture narratives to seek an alternative Africanist rendering of a person
whose life has left a profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and represented the
world over.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jared Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah
Baartman as the daily resource information.

Karena Figueroa:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Daniel Colon:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Representation and
Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Joyce Jiminez:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just



spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah
Baartman. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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