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Richard Wortman continues his unrivaled inquiry into the lavish ceremonies and
celebrations of the Russian imperial court, revealing the myths, symbols, and
rituals that were central to monarchical rule. In this volume, he explores the
presentations and representations of tsarist power under the last three emperors--
Alexander II, Alexander III, and Nicholas II--who faced increasing social
pressures from modernizing forces. Coronations, funerals, the blessing of the
waters, parades as well as art, architecture, and the printed word all captured the
mental worlds of these men and showed how they understood the empire they
ruled. Wortman describes the evolution of their scenarios during their upbringing
and the early years of their reign, making clear how these symbolic settings
defined their policies and goals.

The author finds that the last Russian tsars adapted the myth of the transcendent
Western emperor to cope with the challenges of liberalism, nationalism, and
democracy. They made use of historical celebrations, the press, art, literature, and
films to disseminate their images as popular, national monarchs. Alexander III
and Nicholas II presented themselves increasingly as the embodiment of the
Russian people, rather than the all-Russian emperor governing a multi-ethnic
empire--an image perpetuated by Peter the Great. This new means of appeal,
Wortman argues, by presenting the tsar as sole representative of the Russian
people, enabled him to sustain his determination to counter the Duma and to
restore his autocratic privileges.
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Richard Wortman continues his unrivaled inquiry into the lavish ceremonies and celebrations of the Russian
imperial court, revealing the myths, symbols, and rituals that were central to monarchical rule. In this
volume, he explores the presentations and representations of tsarist power under the last three emperors--
Alexander II, Alexander III, and Nicholas II--who faced increasing social pressures from modernizing
forces. Coronations, funerals, the blessing of the waters, parades as well as art, architecture, and the printed
word all captured the mental worlds of these men and showed how they understood the empire they ruled.
Wortman describes the evolution of their scenarios during their upbringing and the early years of their reign,
making clear how these symbolic settings defined their policies and goals.

The author finds that the last Russian tsars adapted the myth of the transcendent Western emperor to cope
with the challenges of liberalism, nationalism, and democracy. They made use of historical celebrations, the
press, art, literature, and films to disseminate their images as popular, national monarchs. Alexander III and
Nicholas II presented themselves increasingly as the embodiment of the Russian people, rather than the all-
Russian emperor governing a multi-ethnic empire--an image perpetuated by Peter the Great. This new means
of appeal, Wortman argues, by presenting the tsar as sole representative of the Russian people, enabled him
to sustain his determination to counter the Duma and to restore his autocratic privileges.
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Editorial Review

Review

Co-Winner of the 2006 Etkind Prize, Best Book by a Western Scholar on Russian Literature/Culturey,
European University at St. Petersburg

Winner of the 2000 George L. Mosse Prize, American Historical Association

"A brief review can hardly do justice to the wealth of information and sophistication of analysis here; if the
outline of Wortman's story is familiar, his telling of it is refreshingly new. . . . Eschewing the kind of treacly
romanticism that tends to transform [the tsars] with their many egregious faults into tragic heroes, Wortman
enriches our understanding of why they made certain personal choices so ill-suited for the nation they
undeniably loved."--Louise McReynolds, Slavic Review

"The formidable variety of evidence Wortman has amassed in this volume for his novel conclusions about
the nature of Russian autocracy and downfall of the Romanovs puts Scenarios of Power at the top of the
reading list not just for the serious students of Imperial Russia but for all scholars interested in the power of
cultural symbols to shape history."--Priscilla Roosevelt, Russian Review

"This is a masterly book. It provides a penetrating analysis of the
political culture of late Imperial Russia. Wortman's sophisticated and stimulating volume should provide a
starting point for many more studies of the symbols and ritual of the Tsarist state."--Peter Waldron,
Europe-Asia Studies

"A major contribution to the history of Russia, one from which every serious student of that country's tragic
destiny will learn."--Abbott Gleason, Journal of Modern History

From the Inside Flap
"Together with the first volume, this second volume of Scenarios of Power will likely long remain the single
best interpretive study of the evolution of modern monarchical ideology in Russia. It is also a superb
example of the cultural analysis of monarchical politics, and therefore will interest readers outside of the
Russia field. Attentive to the symbolic sources of political action, Wortman illuminates the mythic images
and narratives--and the changes in these--that monarchs and elite advocates of the monarchy articulated from
the middle of the nineteenth century to the final years of the Romanov monarchy."--Mark D. Steinberg,
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign



From the Back Cover

"Together with the first volume, this second volume of Scenarios of Power will likely long remain the single
best interpretive study of the evolution of modern monarchical ideology in Russia. It is also a superb
example of the cultural analysis of monarchical politics, and therefore will interest readers outside of the
Russia field. Attentive to the symbolic sources of political action, Wortman illuminates the mythic images
and narratives--and the changes in these--that monarchs and elite advocates of the monarchy articulated from
the middle of the nineteenth century to the final years of the Romanov monarchy."--Mark D. Steinberg,
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Pineda:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Scenarios of Power. Myth and Ceremony in Russian
Monarchy, Volume 2.

Matthew Gregg:

The book Scenarios of Power. Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, Volume 2 make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Scenarios of Power. Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, Volume 2 to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Scenarios of Power. Myth
and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, Volume 2. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Eugene Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Scenarios of Power. Myth
and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, Volume 2 book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.



Sophie Clark:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Scenarios of Power. Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, Volume 2 when you desired it?
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