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Seeing Differently offers a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation
to visual arts discourses and practices in Euro-American culture, from early
modern beliefsthat art is an expression of an individual, the painted image a
"world picture" expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the
rise of identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond.

The book is both a history of these ideas (for example, tracing the dominance of a
binary model of self and other from Hegel through classic 1970s identity politics)
and a political response to the common claim in art and popular political
discourse that we are "beyond" or "post-" identity. In challenging this | atter

claim, Seeing Differently critically examines how and why we "identify" works
of art with an expressive subjectivity, noting the impossibility of claiming we are
"post-identity" given the persistence of beliefsin art discourse and broader visual
culture about who the subject "is," and offers a new theory of how to think this
kind of identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way.

Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a mode of thinking identification as a " queer
feminist durational” process that can never be fully resolved but must be
accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture. Queer feminist
durationality is amode of relational interpretation that affects both "art" and
"interpreter,” potentially making us more aware of how we evaluate and give
value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
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Seeing Differently offers a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation to visual arts discourses and
practices in Euro-American culture, from early modern beliefs that art is an expression of an individual, the
painted image a "world picture" expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the rise of
identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond.

The book is both a history of these ideas (for example, tracing the dominance of abinary model of self and
other from Hegel through classic 1970s identity politics) and a political response to the common claim in art
and popular political discourse that we are "beyond" or "post-" identity. In challenging this latter claim,
Seeing Differently critically examines how and why we "identify" works of art with an expressive
subjectivity, noting the impossibility of claiming we are "post-identity" given the persistence of beliefsin art
discourse and broader visual culture about who the subject "is,” and offers a new theory of how to think this
kind of identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way.

Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a mode of thinking identification as a "queer feminist durational"
process that can never be fully resolved but must be accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture.
Queer feminist durationality isamode of relationa interpretation that affects both "art" and "interpreter,"
potentially making us more aware of how we evaluate and give value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Ameélia Jonesis Professor and Grierson Chair in Visual Culture at McGill University in Montréal. Her
recent publications include major essays on Marina Abramovi? (in TDR), on feminist art and curating, and
on performance art histories, as well as the edited volume Feminism and Visual Culture Reader (2003,
2010). Her most recent book is Self/Image: Technology, Representation, and the Contemporary Subject
(2006), will be followed in 2012 and her major volume, Perform Repeat Record: Live Art in History, co-
edited with Adrian Heathfield, is due out in 2011.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ricky Burnham:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Seeing Differently: A History and
Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Pat Billings:

Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts however doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Dan Hanner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of

I dentification and the Visual Arts or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know



how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Katherine Clark:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Artswe can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts. Y ou can more inviting than
now.
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