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An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United
States and other nations have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war

Most accounts of Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war focus on a domestic
contest that began in 2011 and only later drew foreign nations into the escalating
violence. Christopher Phillips argues instead that the international dimension was
never secondary but that Syria’s war was, from the very start, profoundly
influenced by regional factors, particularly the vacuum created by a perceived
decline of U.S. power in the Middle East. This precipitated a new regional order
in which six external protagonists—the United States, Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and Qatar—have violently competed for influence, with Syria a key
battleground. 

Drawing on a plethora of original interviews, Phillips constructs a new narrative
of Syria’s war. Without absolving the brutal Bashar al-Assad regime, the author
untangles the key external factors which explain the acceleration and endurance
of the conflict, including the West’s strategy against ISIS. He concludes with
some insights on Syria and the region's future.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Philips . . . argues in a lucid and readable manner with a good balance of facts and anecdotes, that while
domestic triggers and the wider impact of the Arab Spring may have caused the crisis, it was maintained by
'external powers being unwilling to prioritise ending the conflict over their own wider geopolitical
agendas.'"—James Denselow, New York Journal of Books

"This is the best work to date that focuses on the regional and international dimensions of the Syrian conflict.
Christopher Phillips' research is meticulous, with both depth and breadth in large part gleaned from his
interviews with top officials and representatives from most of the stakeholder states and groups in the war. A
must-read for anyone who wants to better understand the multidimensional complexities of the
conflict."—David Lesch, author of Syria: The Fall of the House of Assad

"Syria's horrific civil war has been profoundly shaped by the competitive interventions and proxy wars by
external powers. The Battle for Syria offers a brilliant, essential account of the international dimension of
Syria's descent from uprising into insurgency and brutal state violence. This sober and judicious book will
become a standard text for those seeking to understand Syria's tragedy."—Marc Lynch, author of The New
Arab Wars: Anarchy and Uprising in the Middle East

About the Author

Christopher Phillips is senior lecturer, International Relations of the Middle East, Queen Mary University
of London, and associate fellow, Chatham House Middle East and North Africa Programme, where he
founded the Syria and Its Neighbours Policy Initiative. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
The The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Gregory Sims:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at



everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East as your
daily resource information.

Lynne Silva:

The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Battle for
Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Mikel Davis:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry
in the New Middle East to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle
East can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this
time.
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