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One of Western history’s greatest books springs to life in Tom Holland’s
vibrant new translation
 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus—who was hailed by Cicero as “the father of
history”—wrote his histories around 440 BC. It is the earliest surviving work of
nonfiction and a thrilling narrative account of (among other things) the war
between the Persian Empire and the Greek city-states in the fifth century BC.
 
With a wealth of information about ancient geography, ethnography, zoology,
comparative anthropology, and much else, The Histories is also filled with
bizarre and fanciful stories, which award-winning historian Tom Holland vividly
captures in this major new translation—highlighting Herodotus’s superb
storytelling gifts and displaying his delightful curiosity alongside his flair for
riveting epic drama. Featuring an introduction and notes by Professor Paul
Cartledge, a translator’s preface, an index of significant persons and places,
maps, and a supplementary index, this translation makes Herodotus irresistible
reading once more.
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One of Western history’s greatest books springs to life in Tom Holland’s vibrant new translation
 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus—who was hailed by Cicero as “the father of history”—wrote his histories
around 440 BC. It is the earliest surviving work of nonfiction and a thrilling narrative account of (among
other things) the war between the Persian Empire and the Greek city-states in the fifth century BC.
 
With a wealth of information about ancient geography, ethnography, zoology, comparative anthropology,
and much else, The Histories is also filled with bizarre and fanciful stories, which award-winning historian
Tom Holland vividly captures in this major new translation—highlighting Herodotus’s superb storytelling
gifts and displaying his delightful curiosity alongside his flair for riveting epic drama. Featuring an
introduction and notes by Professor Paul Cartledge, a translator’s preface, an index of significant persons and
places, maps, and a supplementary index, this translation makes Herodotus irresistible reading once more.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for The Histories:
“Unquestionably the best English translation of Herodotus to have appeared in the past half-century…I am in
awe of Tom Holland’s achievement, and have no doubt it will bear rich fruit in bringing Herodotus to public
attention”
– Edith Hall, Times Literary Supplement

“Lively, engaging version of the Histories…[an] admirable translation”
–The Economist

Praise for In the Shadow of the Sword:
"Written with flamboyant elegance and energetic intensity, Holland delivers a brilliant tour de force of
revisionist scholarship and thrilling storytelling with a bloodspattered cast of swashbuckling tyrants,
nymphomaniacal empresses and visionary prophets. The book is unputdownable."
—The Times of London

Praise for Rubicon:
"Tom Holland has produced in one volume the crispest and most compelling account of this momentous
period I have ever read."
—The Seattle Times

Praise for Persian Fire:
"Excellent... Holland is a cool-headed historian who writes no less authoritatively and engagingly on
classical Greece than he did on ancient Rome in his last book, Rubicon"
—Mary Beard, The Sunday Times 

About the Author
Few facts are known about the life of Herodotus. He was born around 490 BC in Halicarnassus, on the
southwest coast of Asia Minor.
 
Tom Holland is the acclaimed author of The Forge of Christendom, Rubicon, and Persian Fire and has
adapted Herodotus, Homer, Thucydides, and Virgil for BBC Radio.
 
Paul Cartledge is A. G. Leventis Professor of Greek Culture at the University of Cambridge.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Roy Myers:

This book untitled The Histories to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this book from your list.

Todd Crain:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Histories can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Duncan Houghton:

This The Histories is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Histories in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Norman Ross:

You can find this The Histories by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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