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Land reform has been an indisputable part of Indonesian revolution. The
consequent execution of development programmes for nation-building have
provoked intense hostility over territorial rights. Global market forces in
Indonesia have seen increasing flows of transnational investments, technology
and resources that have resulted in great demand on sea and land spaces. In this
momentum of change, several aspects of rural culture including indigenous
populations, like the Orang Suku Laut (people of the sea) of Riau have been
deemed by the state architects of development programmes to hinder progress.

For generations, the sea and coastal places have been the life and living spaces of
the Orang Suku Laut and they claim ownership to these territories based upon
customary laws. The developmental pressure thus generated has led to intense
struggles over territorial rights. It has also raised issues concerning the social
assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious conversion and cultural
identity. Cynthia Chou discusses how Indonesian nation-building development
programmes have generated intense struggles over issues pertaining to territorial
rights, social assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious conversion
and cultural identity

This book is a stimulating read for those interested in Social and Cultural
Anthropology, Development Studies and Southeast Asian Studies.
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Land reform has been an indisputable part of Indonesian revolution. The consequent execution of
development programmes for nation-building have provoked intense hostility over territorial rights. Global
market forces in Indonesia have seen increasing flows of transnational investments, technology and
resources that have resulted in great demand on sea and land spaces. In this momentum of change, several
aspects of rural culture including indigenous populations, like the Orang Suku Laut (people of the sea) of
Riau have been deemed by the state architects of development programmes to hinder progress.

For generations, the sea and coastal places have been the life and living spaces of the Orang Suku Laut and
they claim ownership to these territories based upon customary laws. The developmental pressure thus
generated has led to intense struggles over territorial rights. It has also raised issues concerning the social
assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious conversion and cultural identity. Cynthia Chou
discusses how Indonesian nation-building development programmes have generated intense struggles over
issues pertaining to territorial rights, social assimilation of indigenous peoples as citizens, religious
conversion and cultural identity

This book is a stimulating read for those interested in Social and Cultural Anthropology, Development
Studies and Southeast Asian Studies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Cynthia Chou is Associate Professor and Head of the Southeast Asian Studies programme at the University
of Copenhagen. Her research interests focus on centre-periphery relations, indigenous communities and the
relationship between movement and identity constructions in the Malay world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacy Vincent:

The book The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern
Anthropology of Southeast Asia) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Orang Suku Laut of Riau,
Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia)? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable
gift of territory (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Elmer August:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Orang Suku Laut of
Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
could pick The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern
Anthropology of Southeast Asia) become your current starter.

Manda Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia:
The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) book written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book.



Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still hesitation The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The
Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jamie Harper:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Orang Suku Laut of Riau, Indonesia: The inalienable gift of territory (The Modern
Anthropology of Southeast Asia) when you necessary it?
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