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Christian Dispensationalism, the Taiping Revolution, cargo cults in Oceania, the
Baha'i Faith, and the Raelian Movement would seem to have little in common.
What they share, however, is a millennial orientation--the audacious human hope
for a collective salvation, which may be heavenly or earthly or both. Although
many religions feature a belief in personal salvation, millennial faiths are
characterized by the expectation that salvation will be accomplished for an entire
group by a superhuman agent, with or without human collaboration. The Oxford
Handbook of Millennialism offers readers an in-depth look at both the theoretical
underpinnings of the study of millennialism and its many manifestations across
history and cultures.

While the term "millennialism" is drawn from Christianity, it is a category that is
used to study religious expressions in diverse cultures, religious traditions, and
historical periods. Sometimes, millennial expectations are expressed in peaceful
ways. Other times, millennialists become involved in violence.

The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism begins with a section that examines four
primary types of millennialism. Chapters in the next section examine key issues
such as charismatic leadership, use of scripture, prophetic failure, gender roles,
children, tension with society, and violence. The rest of the book explores
millennialism in a wide variety of places and times, from ancient Near Eastern
movements to contemporary apocalyptic and new age movements, including the
roles played by millennialism in national and international conflicts. This
handbook will be a valuable resource for scholars of religious studies, sociology,
psychology, history, and new religious movements.
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Christian Dispensationalism, the Taiping Revolution, cargo cults in Oceania, the Baha'i Faith, and the
Raelian Movement would seem to have little in common. What they share, however, is a millennial
orientation--the audacious human hope for a collective salvation, which may be heavenly or earthly or both.
Although many religions feature a belief in personal salvation, millennial faiths are characterized by the
expectation that salvation will be accomplished for an entire group by a superhuman agent, with or without
human collaboration. The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism offers readers an in-depth look at both the
theoretical underpinnings of the study of millennialism and its many manifestations across history and
cultures.

While the term "millennialism" is drawn from Christianity, it is a category that is used to study religious
expressions in diverse cultures, religious traditions, and historical periods. Sometimes, millennial
expectations are expressed in peaceful ways. Other times, millennialists become involved in violence.

The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism begins with a section that examines four primary types of
millennialism. Chapters in the next section examine key issues such as charismatic leadership, use of
scripture, prophetic failure, gender roles, children, tension with society, and violence. The rest of the book
explores millennialism in a wide variety of places and times, from ancient Near Eastern movements to
contemporary apocalyptic and new age movements, including the roles played by millennialism in national
and international conflicts. This handbook will be a valuable resource for scholars of religious studies,
sociology, psychology, history, and new religious movements.
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Editorial Review

Review

"From the opening typologies (catastrophic, progressive, avertive, and nativist millenialisms) to each article's
robust bibliography, this book by an impressive roster of scholars consistently delivers impeccable
scholarship...[T]his hefty tome is an indispensable reference."--CHOICE

"...[A]ny scholar of millennialism worth his or her salt should have this on the shelf." --Nova Religio

About the Author

Catherine Wessinger is Rev. H. James Yamauchi, S.J., Professor of the History of Religions at Loyola
University New Orleans.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

This The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Oxford
Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Julia Faulkner:

This The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Oxford Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a



publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Mitchell Boone:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford
Handbooks) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Oxford Handbook
of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading this.

Kathryn Hill:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the The Oxford Handbook of Millennialism (Oxford Handbooks) when
you required it?
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