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Like other pre-colonial socio-economic formations, the profession of prostitution
underwent a dramatic change in Bengal soon after the British take-over. Under
the Raj explores the world of the prostitute in nineteenth century Bengal. It
traces how, from the peripheries of pre-colonial Bengali rural society, they came
to dominate the center-stage in Calcutta, the capital of British India--thanks to the
emergence of a new clientele brought forth by the colonial order.

Sumanta Banerjee examines the policies the British administration implemented
to revamp the profession to suit its needs, as well as to screen its practitioners in
a bid to protect its minions in the army from venereal diseases. He also analyzes
the class structure within the prostitute community in nineteenth century Bengal,
its complex relationship with the Bengali bhadralok society--and, what is more
important and fascinating for modern researchers in popular culture--the voices
of the prostitutes themselves, which we hear from their songs, letters, and
writings, collected and reproduced from both oral tradition and printed sources.
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Like other pre-colonial socio-economic formations, the profession of prostitution underwent a dramatic
change in Bengal soon after the British take-over. Under the Raj explores the world of the prostitute in
nineteenth century Bengal. It traces how, from the peripheries of pre-colonial Bengali rural society, they
came to dominate the center-stage in Calcutta, the capital of British India--thanks to the emergence of a new
clientele brought forth by the colonial order.

Sumanta Banerjee examines the policies the British administration implemented to revamp the profession to
suit its needs, as well as to screen its practitioners in a bid to protect its minions in the army from venereal
diseases. He also analyzes the class structure within the prostitute community in nineteenth century Bengal,
its complex relationship with the Bengali bhadralok society--and, what is more important and fascinating
for modern researchers in popular culture--the voices of the prostitutes themselves, which we hear from their
songs, letters, and writings, collected and reproduced from both oral tradition and printed sources.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

SUMANTA BANERJEE is best known for The Simmering Revolution: The Naxalite Uprising and The
Thema Book of Naxalite Poetry as well as his milestone study, The Parlour and the Streets: Elite and
Popular Culture in 19th Century Calcutta. He is currently based in New Delhi, doing research on the
popular culture and religion of Bengal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Under the Raj: Prostitution in Colonial Bengal as
your daily resource information.

Jane Garner:

Under the Raj: Prostitution in Colonial Bengal can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Under the Raj: Prostitution in Colonial
Bengal nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Christopher Morton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and soon. The Under the Raj: Prostitution in Colonial Bengal will give you a new experience in studying a
book.



Phillip Vargas:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Under
the Raj: Prostitution in Colonial Bengal. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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