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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this oversize assemblage of 284 photographs, aloose record of faces, moments and events that have
shaped his life, eminent photographer Avedon excelsin brutally frontal, stark black-and-white portraits that
strip away pretensions and personas. Ezra Pound, Marilyn Monroe, Louis Armstrong, Rudolf Nureyev,
Dorothy Parker, Janis Joplin, Andy Warhol, Samuel Beckett, Malcolm X and Alberto Giacometti are among
the luminariesindelibly captured. The juxtapositions of images are often meant to provoke or unsettle. Poet
Allen Ginsberg, in a nude embrace with his lover Peter Orlovsky, shares facing pages with dour Henry
Kissinger. There are intimate family snapshots, glimpses of the fashion world, documentary photos of the
civil rights struggle. Faces of a Colorado meat packer, a Texas trucker, mental hospital patients, Vietnamese
napalm victims and corpses in Sicilian catacombs jostle against shots of 1sak Dinesen, Gerald Ford,
debutantes and rock singers, generating an implicit dialogue about power and powerlessness, fame and
illusion. A haunting portrait of our age. First serial to Newsweek; BOMC alternate.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Readers expecting a memoir might initially be mystified by this compendium of splendidly reproduced
photographs, but it makes sense for the renowned Avedon, once chief photographer at Harper's Bazaar and
Vogue and now the first staff photographer at The New Y orker , to reconsider hislife through images. This
isno literal retelling of events; as Avedon notesin his brief preface, "I haven't lived chronologically. No one
does." Avedon instead divides hisimages into three sections representing stages in the inevitable role-
playing of life: "sermons of bravado," that celebratory phase when we are feeling our power; our exploration
of roles we have adopted; and, finally, the moment when those roles lock usin. The divisions may not
aways seem so distinctive, but readers browsing through images of the well known--socialites, politicians,
artists--and the unknown--street performers, the mentally ill, victims of napalm--will come away with a clear
sense of Avedon's ability to make the ordinary extraordinary. Ultimately, thisis an "autogiography" of us all-
-our hopes, disenchantments, and persistent vulnerability. Highly recommended. Previewed in Prepub Alert,
LJ6/1/93.

- Barbara Hoffert, "Library Journal"

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
A startling new look at the life's work of a photographer who had an enormous impact on the way we see the
world.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Mar sh:

The book An Autobiography Richard Avedon give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book An Autobiography Richard
Avedon to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a book An



Autobiography Richard Avedon. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other people. So, how do you think about this reserve?

AnitaWinn:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take An Autobiography Richard Avedon as the daily
resource information.

Bertha Montes:

This book untitled An Autobiography Richard Avedon to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book
in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Zachary Connors:

Reading a book to be new life style in thisyr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The An
Autobiography Richard Avedon will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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