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In the early twentieth century, asbestos had a reputation as a lifesaver. In 1960,
however, it became known that even relatively brief exposure to asbestos can
cause mesothelioma, avirulent and lethal cancer.

Y et the bulk of the world's asbestos was mined after 1960. Asbestos usagein
many countries continued unabated.

Thisisthefirst global history of how the asbestosindustry and its alliesin
government, insurance, and medicine defended the product throughout the
twentieth century. It explains how mining and manufacture could continue
despite overwhelming medical evidence as to the risks. The argument advanced
in this book is that asbestos has proved so enduring because the industry was able
to mount a successful defense strategy for the mineral - a strategy that still
operates in some parts of the

world. This defence involved the shaping of the public debate by censoring, and
sometimes corrupting, scientific research, nurturing scientific uncertainty, and
using alliesin government, insurance, and medicine.

The book also discusses the problems of asbestos in the environment,
compensating victims, and the continued use of asbestosin the developing world.
Its global focus shows how asbestos can be seen as a model for many
occupational diseases - indeed for awhole range of hazards produced by
industrial societies. The book is based on awealth of documentary material
gained from legal discovery, supplemented by evidence from the authors visits
and researchesin the US, the UK, Canada, Kazakhstan,

Zimbabwe, Australia, Swaziland, and South Africa.
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In the early twentieth century, asbestos had a reputation as alifesaver. In 1960, however, it became known
that even relatively brief exposure to asbestos can cause mesothelioma, a virulent and lethal cancer.

Y et the bulk of the world's asbestos was mined after 1960. Asbestos usage in many countries continued
unabated.

Thisisthefirst global history of how the asbestos industry and its allies in government, insurance, and
medicine defended the product throughout the twentieth century. It explains how mining and manufacture
could continue despite overwhelming medical evidence as to the risks. The argument advanced in this book
isthat asbestos has proved so enduring because the industry was able to mount a successful defense strategy
for the mineral - a strategy that still operates in some parts of the

world. This defence involved the shaping of the public debate by censoring, and sometimes corrupting,
scientific research, nurturing scientific uncertainty, and using allies in government, insurance, and medicine.

The book also discusses the problems of asbestos in the environment, compensating victims, and the
continued use of ashestos in the developing world. Its global focus shows how asbestos can be seen asa
model for many occupational diseases - indeed for awhole range of hazards produced by industrial societies.
The book is based on awealth of documentary material gained from legal discovery, supplemented by
evidence from the authors' visits and researches in the US, the UK, Canada, Kazakhstan,

Zimbabwe, Australia, Swaziland, and South Africa
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Editorial Review
Review

"[A] fascinating and thoughtful study of the asbestos industry...a valuable addition to an already large
literature. By globalizing the asbestos story, the authors reveal the tactics that have protected the industry for
decades from sustained, intense criticism, and they clarify the challenges that remain in defending the
victims whose lives have been irreparably damaged and in protecting us all from the threat of future injuries
by thisindustry."--Business History Review

About the Author

Jock McCulloch and Geoffrey Tweedale are historians with long-term research interestsin health, corporate
history, and mining. They have published widely on the history of industrial hazards. They have written three
books on the asbestos industry covering manufacture and mining in the UK, South Africa, and Australia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lorenzo Davis:

In other case, little people like to read book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and
its Fight for Survival. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how isimportant some sort of book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its
Fight for Survival. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
can easily open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let's learn.

Donna Antonucci:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or thisfor all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Defending the
Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival. All type of book would you see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Hector Hartung:

This Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This specific Defending the Indefensible: The Global
Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical inimagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Defending the Indefensible: The Global
Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Defending
the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival having great arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lloyd Stec:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Defending the Indefensible: The
Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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