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What happened when the US government stopped investing in railroads and
started investing in highways and air travel? By the late 1970s, six major eastern
railroads had declared bankruptcy. Although he didn’t like trains, Howard H.
Lewis became the primary lawyer for the Reading Railroad during its legendary
bankruptcy case. Here, Lewis provides a frank account of the high-intensity
litigation and courtroom battles over the US government’s proposal to form
Conrail out of the six bankrupt railroads, which meant taking the Reading's
property, leaving the railroad to prove its worth. After five grueling years, the
case was ultimately settled for $186 million?three times the original offer from
the US government?and Lewis became known as a champion defender of both
the railroad industry and its assets.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For the railfan, you'll receive an insider view of this historically important period and a better understanding
of how and why Conrail came into being and what it meant for rail transportation." ?Model Railroad News

"The fact that the book was very hard to put down once you got started with it says something about the
author’s ability to both enlighten his readers as well as tell a good story." ?Michigan Railfan

"Derailed by Bankruptcyshould be required reading in every law school, especially for students who aspire
to become corporate attorneys. Howard H. Lewis provides valuable insights into the creation of Conrail and
interesting observations of Drew Lewis before he became chairman of the Union Pacific." ?Rush Loving,
author ofThe Men Who Loved Trains

"Lewis has done the impossible?written an engaging and very human story about a railroad bankruptcy. I
was deeply involved in the great railroad crisis of the early 1970s while at the FRA and USRA but still
learned a lot from Derailed by Bankruptcy. This book is essential reading for those interested in a turbulent
time when freight railroading came close to being nationalized." ?Jim McClellan, Senior Vice President at
Norfolk Southern (retired)

About the Author

Howard H. Lewis, a graduate of Harvard Law School, has practiced law for over 50 years.

John C. Spychalski is Professor Emeritus of Supply Chain Management, Pennsylvania State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

The book Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like
a book Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present)? A few of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right.



Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads
Past and Present) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Steven Stockton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading
Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Derailed by Bankruptcy:
Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading
Railroad (Railroads Past and Present). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Judy Turner:

This Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) usually are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Derailed by
Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) can be one of the great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Derailed by
Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Travis Hargrove:

This book untitled Derailed by Bankruptcy: Life after the Reading Railroad (Railroads Past and Present) to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.
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