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Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was
widely perceived as another 'B' movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and
horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film addresses numerous
issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism
and the changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's
release, its reputation has grown from cult status to become an acknowledged
classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless alien duplicates
replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war
horror film to locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal
moment in American horror film history four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces
Invasion's historical and generic contexts to explore the importance of
Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender politics in order to
understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also
provides an account of the film's fraught production history and offers an
extended discussion of the distinctive contributions of the production personnel.
Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has inspired, Grant
illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from
its central metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the
vampire and the zombie.
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Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was widely perceived as another 'B'
movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film
addresses numerous issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism and the
changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's release, its reputation has grown
from cult status to become an acknowledged classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless
alien duplicates replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war horror film to
locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal moment in American horror film history
four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces Invasion's historical and
generic contexts to explore the importance of Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender
politics in order to understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also provides an
account of the film's fraught production history and offers an extended discussion of the distinctive
contributions of the production personnel. Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has
inspired, Grant illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from its central
metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the vampire and the zombie.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Upon its release in 1956, Don Siegel's Invasion of the Body Snatchers was widely perceived as another 'B'
movie thriller in the cycle of science fiction and horror films that proliferated in the 1950s. Yet the film
addresses numerous issues brewing in post-war US society, including the Cold War, McCarthyism and the
changing dynamics of gender relations. In the fifty years since the film's release, its reputation has grown
from cult status to become an acknowledged classic of American cinema. With its narrative of emotionless
alien duplicates replacing average folk, Invasion of the Body Snatchers was the first post-war horror film to
locate the monstrous in the everyday, thus marking it as a pivotal moment in American horror film history
four years before Psycho.

In this first comprehensive critical study of the film, Barry Keith Grant traces Invasion's historical and
generic contexts to explore the importance of Communism and conformity, post-war modernity and gender
politics in order to understand the film's cultural significance and metaphorical weight. He also provides an
account of the film's fraught production history and offers an extended discussion of the distinctive
contributions of the production personnel. Concluding with a consideration of the three remakes it has
inspired, Grant illustrates how Invasion of the Body Snatchers' enduring popularity derives from its central
metaphor for the monstrous, which has proven as flexible as that of the vampire and the zombie.

About the Author
BARRY KEITH GRANT is ?Professor of Film Studies and Popular Culture at Brock University, Ontario,
Canada. He is the author of Film Genre: From Iconography to Ideology (2007), Voyages of Discovery: The
Cinema of Frederick Wiseman (1992), co-author with Steve Blandford and Jim Hillier of The Film Studies
Dictionary (2001), co-author with Jim Hillier of 100 Documentary Films (2009) and editor of The Dread of
Difference: Gender and the Horror Film (1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

This Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Invasion of the
Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Invasion of the Body
Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.



Joseph Chandler:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Invasion of the Body
Snatchers (BFI Film Classics), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Christian Robbins:

Why? Because this Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Carol Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Invasion of the Body Snatchers (BFI Film
Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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