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A best-selling work of wit from the Booker Prize-winning author, Solar
brilliantly traces the arc of a Nobel Prize-winning physicist’s ambitions and self-
deception.

Dr. Michael Beard’s best work is behind him. Trading on his reputation, he
speaks for enormous fees, lends his name to the letterheads of renowned
scientific institutions, and halfheartedly heads a government-backed initiative
tackling global warming. Meanwhile, Michael’s fifth marriage is floundering due
to his incessant womanizing. When his professional and personal worlds collide
in a freak accident, an opportunity presents itself for Michael to extricate himself
from his marital problems, reinvigorate his career, and save the world from
environmental disaster. But can a man who has made a mess of his life clean up
the messes of humanity? 
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the afterglow of winning a Nobel Prize, Michael Beard lives a dismal life marked by multiple marriages,
figurehead positions, and his own gluttony. However, after his most recent wife leaves him, Beard attempts
to start living life to the fullest. He stumbles into this new life with a great deal of fanfare and catastrophe:
covering up murder, nearly losing his penis to frostbite, and devising a plan to harness the power of the sun
to save the planet. Roger Allam's English accent and gravelly voice balances a range of characters and
emotions, especially Beard's arrogance and self-righteousness. More importantly, Allam's straightforward
delivery of Beard's zany adventures enhances the humorous quality of McEwan's text. A Doubleday
hardcover (Reviews, Feb. 1).
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Critics expressed decidedly mixed opinions about McEwan's latest work--and perhaps it's no surprise that he
was better-reviewed on his UK home front. While most critics on either side of the pond praised the author's
intelligent plot (especially his command of science) and ample storytelling gifts, the majority agreed that
Solar is not his best novel to date. A few commented that the several narrative strands, which take place over
more than a decade, do not cohere; Beard's jaunt to the North Pole, for example is interesting but tangential.
Tired jokes, a rushed climax, and Beard's own piggish character felt claustrophobic to others. But most
contentious of all was the satirical, comic tone superimposed on the very serious subject of climate change.
Though Solar is a worthy inquiry into truth, morality, and the future of humanity, some critics could not get
past McEwan's approach.

From Booklist
Customarily, McEwan’s novels spring from a catastrophic incident in someone’s life, either a calamity that
causes physical distress or a psychological trespass that causes emotional instability. For instance, in
Enduring Love (1998), a man plunges to his death from a balloon, and in the aftermath, one witness
continues to menace another witness. On Chesil Beach (2007) centers on an emotionally devastating
wedding night. In his new novel, McEwan outdoes himself in terms of catastrophic occurrences. The
protagonist, physicist Michael Beard, won a Nobel Prize several years ago and has been resting on his laurels
ever since. A serial cheater, he is now married to his fifth wife, who leads a totally separate life, indicating
her complete disdain for his wandering eye. His lack of effort in applying himself to either career or fidelity
only increases our dislike of him. Even he says of himself, “No one loved him.” An accidental death in
which he was involved and which he covered up, a politically incorrect statement aired before a professional
audience, and his usurpation of the research of a deceased colleague: readers are taxed to even care about
these crises. This draggy novel stands in stark contrast to its many beautiful predecessors, but McEwan is
regarded as a major contemporary British novelist, so expect demand on that basis. --Brad Hooper

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

The book Solar make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together
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with your subject. If you can make examining a book Solar to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like wide open and read a book Solar. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Leslie Martin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Solar was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Samantha Peay:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Solar or others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Solar to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Karen Saldivar:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book Solar we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this book Solar. You can more appealing than now.
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