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Praise for Aracelis Girmay:

"[Girmay's] every loss—she calls them estrangements—is a yearning for
connection across time and place; her every fragment is a bulwark against ruin."
—O, The Oprah Magazine

Taking its name from the moon's dark plains, misidentified as seas by early
astronomers, the black maria investigates African diasporic histories, the
consequences of racism within American culture, and the question of human
identity. Central to this project is a desire to recognize the lives of Eritrean
refugees who have been made invisible by years of immigration crisis, refugee
status, exile, and resulting statelessness. The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award
for Poetry, Girmay's newest collection elegizes and celebrates life, while
wrestling with the humanistic notion of seeing beyond: seeing violence, seeing
grace, and seeing each other better.

"to the sea"

great storage house, history
on which we rode, we touched
the brief pulse of your fluttering
pages, spelled with salt & life,
your rage, your indifference
your gentleness washing our feet,
all of you going on
whether or not we live,
to you we bring our carnations
yellow & pink, how they float
like bright sentences atop
your memory's dark hair

Aracelis Girmay is the author of three poetry collections, the black maria;
Kingdom Animalia, which won the Isabella Gardner Award and was a finalist for
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the NBCC Award; and Teeth. The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award, she has
received grants and fellowships from the Jerome, Cave Canem, and Watson
foundations, as well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She currently teaches at
Hampshire College's School for Interdisciplinary Arts and in Drew University's
low residency MFA program. Originally from Santa Ana, California, she splits
her time between New York and Amherst, Massachusetts.
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Praise for Aracelis Girmay:

"[Girmay's] every loss—she calls them estrangements—is a yearning for connection across time and place;
her every fragment is a bulwark against ruin." —O, The Oprah Magazine

Taking its name from the moon's dark plains, misidentified as seas by early astronomers, the black maria
investigates African diasporic histories, the consequences of racism within American culture, and the
question of human identity. Central to this project is a desire to recognize the lives of Eritrean refugees who
have been made invisible by years of immigration crisis, refugee status, exile, and resulting statelessness.
The recipient of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry, Girmay's newest collection elegizes and celebrates life,
while wrestling with the humanistic notion of seeing beyond: seeing violence, seeing grace, and seeing each
other better.

"to the sea"

great storage house, history
on which we rode, we touched
the brief pulse of your fluttering
pages, spelled with salt & life,
your rage, your indifference
your gentleness washing our feet,
all of you going on
whether or not we live,
to you we bring our carnations
yellow & pink, how they float
like bright sentences atop
your memory's dark hair

Aracelis Girmay is the author of three poetry collections, the black maria; Kingdom Animalia, which won
the Isabella Gardner Award and was a finalist for the NBCC Award; and Teeth. The recipient of a 2015
Whiting Award, she has received grants and fellowships from the Jerome, Cave Canem, and Watson
foundations, as well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She currently teaches at Hampshire College's School
for Interdisciplinary Arts and in Drew University's low residency MFA program. Originally from Santa Ana,
California, she splits her time between New York and Amherst, Massachusetts.
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Editorial Review

Review

A "Best Book of 2016" for The New Yorker, the Boston Globe, the Chicago Review of Books, and
Publishers Weekly
Publishers Weekly 2016 #1 in Poetry Top 10
A Publishers Weekly "Most Anticipated Book of Spring 2016"
An O, The Oprah Magazine 2016 "Gem of the Genre"
A Library Journal 2016 Poetry Top Pick
Aracelis Girmay, winner of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry
 Winner of the 2016 Bess Hokin Prize

"[Girmay's] every loss—she calls them estrangements—is a yearning for connection across time and place;
her every fragment is a bulwark against ruin." —O, The Oprah Magazine

"This year, I’ve sought out and found solace in language, both poetry and prose. Aracelis Girmay’s the black
maria has left images still planted deep within me." —Ada Limón, The New Yorker

"Crowned by an extraordinary long poem interweaving the childhood of astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson
. . . Aracelis Girmay's third book of poetry looks at the crimes committed against African Americans
throughout history and now . . . These poems repeat themselves, reuse lines, feel anxious and scattershot, but
there is beauty and imperative witness everywhere here.” —NPR Books

"the black maria isn’t just some of the best poetry I read this year, it’s also one of the most powerful and
memorable collections I’ve read as an adult." —Adam Morgan, Chicago Review of Books

"The long history of abuse against African Americans threads through this latest excavation by Girmay,
whose work always lays bare the importance of history and the vertigo caused by its unknowing." —Boston
Globe

"Girmay [weaves] together intimate and communal stories to express the emotional agony of an exploited
and paling culture. the black maria has an agenda, but not the one we might expect; rather than issuing a call
to action for the Eritrean diaspora, the poet employs personal and ancestral experience to catalyze a unified,
remembered loss. Her poetry is therefore a call for the recognition of vulnerability and subjectivity: in the
poet’s own words, '& so to tenderness I add my action.' At times, the collection reads like a historical text;
occasionally, it feels like angst immortalized in a diary; most often, the black maria reads like a poeticized
eulogy—at once a celebration of life, an effort at reconciliation with death, and a testament to the unifying
power of loss." —Boston Review

“Girmay, winner of a 2015 Whiting Award, crafts a moving collection of lyrical, image-thick poems that
balance on the knife edge separating vulnerability and unapologetic strength. The lives of Eritrean refugees
and immigrants serve as the collection’s thematic foundation, though Girmay also thoughtfully dissects and
examines blights of America’s current sociopolitical climate, particularly police brutality and the murders of
such young black women and men as Renisha McBride and Jonathan Ferrell . . . Girmay effortlessly slips
between collective history and personal memory, tackling the subject of black pain without victimizing



herself or exploiting the voices of the marginalized.” —Publishers Weekly, *Starred*

“Whiting Award winner Girmay recalls the larger African diaspora as she commemorates more than 20,000
people who have died sailing from North Africa to Europe in a bid for a better life . . . Using bold, sharply
lyric language, she addresses the drowned as ‘you,’ encircling them in community and giving them a
humanity and individuality death statistics belie. VERDICT: Beautiful, brilliant, and palpably angry; an
important book all readers can appreciate.” —Library Journal, *Starred*

“Lunar maria, dark, basaltic plains on the moon’s surface, take their name from the Latin word for seas,
identified as such by mistaken astronomers. This fascinating confusion fuels Girmay’s third poetry
collection, which co-opts the sailing-obsessed tales of Odysseus, adopts African slave Abram Gannibal,
ancestor of renowned Russian poet Alexander Pushkin, and testifies on behalf of the wrongfully accused
Black Panther George Jackson, among many others. . . . astoundingly effective, [this] bright, ambitious work
deserves several rereadings. A self-described ‘inheritor of Eritrean, Puerto Rican, and African American
traditions,’ Girmay is a dazzling, wildly dynamic poet.” —Booklist

“Aracelis Girmay’s new poetry collection, the black maria—a haunting, blistering, vital examination of the
African diaspora from 15th-century slave ships to Neil deGrasse Tyson—is a book of memories and seas . . .
One cannot help but be reminded of Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: An American Lyric . . . maybe this ‘John
Henryism’ is the memory Girmay brings out as she traverses the African continent, from the Congo under
the Belgians to present-day Asmara, and back in time to Luam and Abram when black children were being
abducted and sold as gifts. More than any other question, the black maria forces us to ask ourselves if
anything has truly changed since then.” —Chicago Review of Books

"the black maria, Aracelis Girmay’s intricate epic of black survival, enraptures the reader in a gaze that
looks simultaneously backward and forward, toward past and future that are impossible to see yet crucial to
imagine."  —Ploughshares

"the black maria emerges from a spirit of elegy, moral vision, and protest, and places itself in traditions that
include June Jordan, Paul Celan, Joy Harjo, and James Baldwin. Unique to this collection is Girmay’s
signature willingness to risk narrative sentiment and lyric authenticity, which she inhabits with remarkable
force, willing her readers to be remade in her visionary healing." —SCOUT

"the black maria is rich with countless descriptions of the sea, and Girmay manages to make each seeing
new, nimbly crafting each poem to possess and plunge the reader into its glimmering pages, offering us an
ocean full of voices, full of historical remnants . . . Not only does she reach a hand into the heart-root and
depths of the reader, she fills the page with urgent breath, line after line, a singing that asks you to listen, to
lie down, be washed clean in its waiting ocean. How I look forward to returning for the breath between these
pages, again and again.” —Safiya Sinclair, On the Seawall

"Girmay proves herself a distinctly original lyric voice . . . the black maria elegizes the dehumanizing effects
of colonialism and institutionalized racism, yet champions the documentary power of language to overcome
the silences that threaten to swallow trauma. In our age of historical amnesia, Girmay’s potent poems are
necessary reading for anyone committed to addressing global questions of race, justice, and equality."
—Plume

"In Aracelis Girmay we have a poet who collects, polishes, and shares stories with such brilliant invention,
tenderness, and intellectual liveliness that it is understandable that we think of her as the blessed curator of
our collective histories. There is in her art the vulnerability of one who lives inside of the stories that she



gathers in this remarkable collection. Her poems set off alarms even as they transform the world she inhabits,
showing us, in the process, exactly what she asks of Romare Bearden’s art: ‘…how not to // assign all
blackness near the sea / a captivity.’ This is one of the many sweet contradictions in the black maria, which
‘is a black flag / wounding the pastoral.’ I am deeply thankful that we have a poet of her unique and singular
talent writing today." —Kwame Dawes

"[Girmay’s] project seems to be our deep and ongoing subjectivity, our vulnerability to history, to one
another, to desire, and to the belief in something large and lasting that we might belong to. There’s empathy,
play, and fearlessness here, and both formal and emotional range. The beauty of these poems is always
married to a deep, implacable pang. Their consolation is always rooted in the unifying force of remembered
loss.” —2015 Whiting Award Selection Committee

About the Author

Aracelis Girmay is the winner of a 2015 Whiting Award for Poetry. She is the author of three poetry
collections: the black maria (BOA Editions, 2016); Kingdom Animalia (BOA Editions, 2011), which won
the Isabella Gardner Poetry Award and was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award; and Teeth
(Curbstone, 2007). She is also the author/illustrator of the collage-based picture book changing, changing
(Braziller, 2005). Most recently, Girmay's poetry and essays have been published in Granta, Black
Renaissance Noire, and PEN America, among other places. She has received grants and fellowships from the
Jerome, Cave Canem, and Watson foundations, as well as Civitella Ranieri and the NEA. She is on the
faculty of Hampshire College’s School for Interdisciplinary Arts and Drew University’s low residency
M.F.A. program. Originally from Santa Ana, California, she splits her time between New York and Amherst,
Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Grant:

With other case, little people like to read book The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort
of book The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Bertha Morrison:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great and important the book The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series). All
type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.



Willie Thacker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Black Maria
(American Poets Continuum Series) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Pauline Browne:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Black Maria (American Poets Continuum Series) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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