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The Oral History Reader, now in its third edition, is a comprehensive,
international anthology combining major, ‘classic’ articles with cutting-edge
pieces on the theory, method and use of oral history. Twenty-seven new chapters
introduce the most significant developments in oral history in the last decade to
bring this invaluable text up to date, with new pieces on emotions and the senses,
on crisis oral history, current thinking around traumatic memory, the impact of
digital mobile technologies, and how oral history is being used in public contexts,
with more international examples to draw in work from North and South
America, Britain and Europe, Australasia, Asia and Africa.

Arranged in five thematic sections, each with an introduction by the editors to
contextualise the selection and review relevant literature, articles in this
collection draw upon diverse oral history experiences to examine issues
including:

Key debates in the development of oral history over the past seventy years●

First hand reflections on interview practice, and issues posed by the interview●

relationship 
The nature of memory and its significance in oral history●

The practical and ethical issues surrounding the interpretation, presentation and●

public use of oral testimonies 
how oral history projects contribute to the study of the past and involve the●

wider community. 
The challenges and contributions of oral history projects committed to●

advocacy and empowerment

With a revised and updated bibliography and useful contacts list, as well as a
dedicated online resources page, this third edition of The Oral History Reader is
the perfect tool for those encountering oral history for the first time, as well as for
seasoned practitioners.
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The Oral History Reader, now in its third edition, is a comprehensive, international anthology combining
major, ‘classic’ articles with cutting-edge pieces on the theory, method and use of oral history. Twenty-seven
new chapters introduce the most significant developments in oral history in the last decade to bring this
invaluable text up to date, with new pieces on emotions and the senses, on crisis oral history, current thinking
around traumatic memory, the impact of digital mobile technologies, and how oral history is being used in
public contexts, with more international examples to draw in work from North and South America, Britain
and Europe, Australasia, Asia and Africa.

Arranged in five thematic sections, each with an introduction by the editors to contextualise the selection and
review relevant literature, articles in this collection draw upon diverse oral history experiences to examine
issues including:

Key debates in the development of oral history over the past seventy years●

First hand reflections on interview practice, and issues posed by the interview relationship ●

The nature of memory and its significance in oral history●

The practical and ethical issues surrounding the interpretation, presentation and public use of oral●

testimonies 
how oral history projects contribute to the study of the past and involve the wider community. ●

The challenges and contributions of oral history projects committed to advocacy and empowerment●

With a revised and updated bibliography and useful contacts list, as well as a dedicated online resources
page, this third edition of The Oral History Reader is the perfect tool for those encountering oral history for
the first time, as well as for seasoned practitioners.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise of this edition:

"The Oral History Reader continues to be an invaluable resource for students and teachers of oral history,
covering a broad range of themes and providing a comprehensive source of theoretical and practical
information for, and from, oral historians around the globe."
Sue Anderson, University of South Australia and President of Oral History Australia

"The first two editions of the Oral History Reader have been a key text for successive generations of oral
history students and practitioners. The thoroughly updated third edition will have the same essential status
with today's interviewers. Comprehensively covering all aspects of oral history theory and practice, Perks
and Thomson ensure that the classics of oral history writing sit side by side with the best of contemporary
scholarship."
Andrew Flinn, University College London, UK

"An accessible text suitable for any university-level oral history course, The Oral History Reader condenses
oral history's full complexity through a range of articles, some classics in the field, others pushing new
boundaries. All ask provocative questions that will engender important discussion and critical debate, and
will well prepare students who venture out into the field."
Elise Chenier, Simon Fraser University, Canada

Praise of previous editions:

'This is the book I've been waiting for: a fat, stimulating and carefully selected and edited collection of
significant contributions on oral history theory and practice....I recommend it to anyone embarking on
or already immersed in the challenges, delights and stimulation of oral history work' - Oral History

'It provides a rich resource for oral history students, practitioners and researchers in diverse settings.
And it offers more traditional historians another powerful perspective on history' - Social History of
Medicine

'By far the most comprehensive, valuable collection of articles on the topic in the English
language...Their historical sweep, from some of the earliest pieces on interviewing to the recent
explorations of the use of new technology, offer something to both the novice and the seasoned
practitioner...The remarkable collection is a boon to students and teachers alike' - Sherna Berger
Gluck, Oral History Program California State University, Long Beach

'Such a clever and well-informed selection... The Oral History Reader 2006 is an affirmation that
second (and subsequent editions) are important... This second edition of The Oral History Reader will
certainly remain a prescribed text for my students and essential reading for anyone interested  in oral
history.'  Janis Wilton, Oral History

'Oral history sits at the frontiers of the disciplines and activities that it traverses and as such, does
keep pushing boundaries, and that pushing is well represented here.' Janis Wilton, Oral History 2007



The Oral History Reader, in its second edition, is more than a sampling of the field; the organization,
introduction and selections policy will influence that way oral history develops in this new century'.
Valerie Yow, OUP Journal

'This book has depth as well as breadth... Each section contains articles remarkable for insights and
spurs to thinking. I whole-heartedly recommend the Oral History Reader both to the seasoned
practitioner ahead of current thinking in the field of oral history and also to the instructor considering
adopting this inclusive and stimulating text for newcomers to oral history.' - The Oral History Review

About the Author

Robert Perks is Lead Curator of Oral History and Director of National Life Stories at the British Library,
Secretary of the UK Oral History Society and an editor of Oral History Journal. He has served as a Council
Member of the International Oral History Association.

Alistair Thomson is Professor of History at Monash University. His previous publications include: Anzac
Memories: Living With the Legend (1994 and 2013), Ten Pound Poms: Australia’s Invisible Migrants (2005,
with Jim Hammerton), Moving Stories: an intimate history of four women across two countries (2011) and
Oral History and Photography (2011, with Alexander Freund).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Oral History Reader (Routledge
Readers in History). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Sun Byrd:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Oral History Reader (Routledge Readers in
History) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Julius Montanez:

The book untitled The Oral History Reader (Routledge Readers in History) contain a lot of information on



the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Oral History Reader (Routledge Readers in History) we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Oral
History Reader (Routledge Readers in History). You can more pleasing than now.
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