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From the bestselling author of Band of Brothers and D-Day, the definitive book
on Lewisand Clark’s exploration of the L ouisiana Purchase, the most
momentous expedition in American history and one of the great adventure stories
of al time.

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson selected his personal secretary, Captain
Meriwether Lewis, to lead a voyage up the Missouri River to the Rockies, over
the mountains, down the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean, and back. Lewis
and his partner, Captain William Clark, made the first map of the trans-
Mississippi West, provided invaluable scientific data on the flora and fauna of
the Louisiana Purchase territory, and established the American claim to Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho.

Ambrose has pieced together previously unknown information about westher,
terrain, and medical knowledge at the time to provide a vivid backdrop for the
expedition. Lewisis supported by arich variety of colorful characters, first of all
Jefferson himself, whose interest in exploring and acquiring the American West
went back thirty years. Next comes Clark, arugged frontiersman whose love for
Lewis matched Jefferson’s. There are numerous Indian chiefs, and Sacagawea,
the Indian girl who accompanied the expedition, along with the French-Indian
hunter Drouillard, the great naturalists of Philadelphia, the French and Spanish
fur traders of St. Louis, John Quincy Adams, and many more leading political,
scientific, and military figures of the turn of the century.

High adventure, high politics, suspense, drama, and diplomacy combine with

high romance and personal tragedy to make this outstanding work of scholarship
asreadable asanovel.
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From the bestselling author of Band of Brothers and D-Day, the definitive book on Lewis and Clark’s
exploration of the Louisiana Purchase, the most momentous expedition in American history and one of the
great adventure stories of al time.

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson selected his personal secretary, Captain Meriwether Lewis, to lead a
voyage up the Missouri River to the Rockies, over the mountains, down the Columbia River to the Pacific
Ocean, and back. Lewis and his partner, Captain William Clark, made the first map of the trans-Mississippi
West, provided invaluable scientific data on the flora and fauna of the Louisiana Purchase territory, and
established the American claim to Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.

Ambrose has pieced together previously unknown information about weather, terrain, and medical
knowledge at the time to provide a vivid backdrop for the expedition. Lewisis supported by arich variety of
colorful characters, first of all Jefferson himself, whose interest in exploring and acquiring the American
West went back thirty years. Next comes Clark, arugged frontiersman whose love for Lewis matched
Jefferson’s. There are numerous Indian chiefs, and Sacagawea, the Indian girl who accompanied the
expedition, along with the French-Indian hunter Drouillard, the great naturalists of Philadelphia, the French
and Spanish fur traders of St. Louis, John Quincy Adams, and many more leading political, scientific, and
military figures of the turn of the century.

High adventure, high politics, suspense, drama, and diplomacy combine with high romance and personal
tragedy to make this outstanding work of scholarship as readable as a novel.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A biography of Meriwether Lewis that relies heavily on the journals of both Lewis and Clark, this book is
also backed up by the author's personal travels along Lewis and Clark's route to the Pacific. Ambrose is not
content to ssimply chronicle the events of the "Corps of Discovery" asthe explorers called their ventures. He
often pauses to assess the military leadership of Lewis and Clark, how they negotiated with various native
peoples and what they reported to Jefferson. Though the expedition failed to find Jefferson's hoped for water
route to the Pacific, it fired interest among fur traders and other Americans, changing the face of the West
forever.

From Publishers Weekly

Ambrose has written prolifically about men who were larger than life: Dwight Eisenhower, Richard Nixon,
Colonel Custer. Here he takes on half of the two-headed hero of American exploration: Meriwether Lewis.
Ambrose, hiswife and five children have followed the footsteps of the Lewis and Clark expedition for 20
summers, in the course of which the explorer has become afriend of the Ambrose family; the author's
affection shines through this narrative. Meriwether Lewis, as secretary to Thomas Jefferson and living in the
White House for two years, got his education by being apprenticed to agreat man. Their friendship is at the
center of this account. Jefferson hand-picked Lewis for the great cross-country trek, and Lewisin turn picked
William Clark to accompany him. The two men shook hands in Clarksville, Ohio, on October 14, 1803, then
launched their expedition. The journals of the expedition, most written by Clark, are one of the treasures of
American history. Here we learn that the vital boat is behind schedule; the boat builder is aways drunk, but
he'sthe only one available. Lewis acts as surveyor, builder and temperance officer in his effort to get his boat
into the river. Alcohol continues to cause him problems both with the men of his expedition and later, after
his triumphant return, in his own life, which ended in suicide at the age of 35. Without adding agreat deal to
existing accounts, Ambrose uses his skill with detail and atmosphere to dust off an icon and put him back on
the trail west. History Book Club main selection; BOMC split selection; QPB alternate; author tour.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A?Though principally a biography of Meriwether Lewis, this narrative also provides fascinating portraits
of Thomas Jefferson and William Clark, Sacagawea, and other members of the group of explorers who
journeyed from the Ohio River to the Pacific Ocean in the years 1803-1806. While scholarly and well
documented, this account is at the same time a great adventure story, and Ambrose generates a sense of
excitement and anticipation that mirrors, at |east to some degree, the feelings Lewis and Clark must have had
as they began their journey. Lewis'sintense curiosity about the world around him, his training as a naturalist,
and his ability to record what he saw and experienced provide Y As with afascinating picture of the
American frontier in the 19th century. The subject's strengths and weaknesses as a leader are revealed as he
and hisloyal followers meet every kind of challengein their search for a navigable water route from the
Mississippi to the Pacific. Ambrose incorporates recent research and new material on the expedition into this
history, and includes detailed maps and examples of Lewis's journal entries. An eminently readable
resource.”Molly Connally, Kings Park Library, Fairfax County, VA

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
ElaineKistler:

The book Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we |eave the good thing like a book Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the
Opening of the American West? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by
available and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Abbott:

This Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get factswhichis
getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. That Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis,
Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Undaunted Courage:
Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West can bring whenever you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of
the American West having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Michael Sweet:

The reason? Because this Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the
American West is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , till want to delay having that
book? If | were being you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ron Matthies:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work



the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas
Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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