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Updated in anew 13th edition and the gold-standard for introductory public
policy texts, Understanding Public Policy is designed to provide readers with
concrete tools for not only understanding public policy in general, but for
analyzing specific public policies.

This new edition focuses on the many policy changes initiated by President

Barack Obama, with special attention given to the economic policies addressing
the global financial crisis.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

Thisintroduction to the models political scientists use to describe and explain political life explores what
policies governments pursue, why governments pursue the policies they do, and what the consequences of
these policies are.

From the Back Cover

“ Probably the best general public policy textbook on the market, Dye’ s Understanding Public Policy has
proven its worth, utility and staying power over the years with its comprehensive treatment of critical issues
and ability to link theory with practice.” — Euel Elliott, University of Texasat Dallas

The gold-standard for introductory public policy texts, Understanding Public Policy is designed to provide
students with concrete tools for not only understanding public policy in general, but for analyzing specific
public policies. This new edition focuses on the many policy changesinitiated by President Barack Obama,
with special attention given to the economic policies addressing the global financial crisis.

New to the Thirteenth Edition

Analysis of President Obama’s Budget of the United States Government 2010 , including critical and
comprehensive coverage of bank bailouts, the stimulus package, the TARP program, mortgage modification,
the purchase of “toxic assets,” and dramatic increasesin federal spending.

Discussion on the Obama administration’s Tax Code and plans to raise taxes on capital gains and
increase top marginal tax rates.

A focus on asymmetrical warfarein the chapter on defense policy —countering small-scale guerilla
operations, ambushes, hidden explosives, suicide bombings, and hostage takings.

Three new case studies on the Gulf War, the war in Irag, and the war in Afghanistan analyze the use
of military force.

A special section, “What Went Wrong in Iraq,” describes the early mistakes, later stabilization, and
phased withdrawal of U.S. forcesin that country.

Detailed coverage of the resurrected debate over comprehensive immigration policy reform and
border control.

New coverage of energy policy isincorporated into the environmental policy discussion with
treatment of national and international efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the “ cap and trade”
model, and the role of the nuclear power industry.

The health policy chapter has been substantially revised to include analysis of President Obama’s
healthcare plan.

An in depth discussion on education palicy isincluded, with specia attention to the No Child L eft
Behind Act controversies, and President Obama’ s plans for teacher accountability, merit pay, and
standardized testing.

New coverage of several Supreme Court decisions, including the 2008 hearing of the District of
Columbia vs. Heller affirming an individual’ s right to bear arms.



About the Author

Formerly Professor of Government at Florida State University, Thomas Dye is President of the Lincoln
Center for Public Service. He was University Teacher of the Year in 1987. He holds B.A. and M.A. degrees
from Pennsylvania State University, and aPh.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. Dye is the author of
numerous books and articles on American government and public policy. He has served as president of the
Southern Political Science Association, president of the Policy Studies Organization, and secretary of the
American Political Science Association. Additional information is available at www.thomasrdye.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Trumbo:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled Understanding Public Policy (13th Edition) can be very good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Understanding Public Policy
(13th Edition), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind
of hang type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Lenore Cortez:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Understanding Public Policy (13th Edition) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

On this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you



must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several books
in thetop listing in your reading list will be Understanding Public Policy (13th Edition). This book and that
isqualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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