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William Blake’s work demonstrates two tendencies that are central to social
media: collaboration and participation. Not only does Blake cite and adapt the
work of earlier authors and visual artists, but contemporary authors, musicians,
and filmmakers feel compelled to use Blake in their own creative acts. This book
identifies and examines Blake’s work as a social and participatory network, a
phenomenon described as zoamorphosis, which encourages ? even demands ?
that others take up Blake’s creative mission. The authors rexamine the history of
the digital humanities in relation to the study and dissemination of Blake’s work:
from alternatives to traditional forms of archiving embodied by Blake’s citation
on Twitter and Blakean remixes on YouTube, smartmobs using Blake’s name as
an inspiration to protest the 2004 Republican National Convention, and students
crowdsourcing reading and instruction in digital classrooms to better understand
and participate in Blake’s world. The book also includes a consideration of
Blakean motifs that have created artistic networks in music, literature, and film in
the twentieth and the twenty-first centuries, showing how Blake is an ideal
exemplar for understanding creativity in the digital age.
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William Blake’s work demonstrates two tendencies that are central to social media: collaboration and
participation. Not only does Blake cite and adapt the work of earlier authors and visual artists, but
contemporary authors, musicians, and filmmakers feel compelled to use Blake in their own creative acts.
This book identifies and examines Blake’s work as a social and participatory network, a phenomenon
described as zoamorphosis, which encourages ? even demands ? that others take up Blake’s creative mission.
The authors rexamine the history of the digital humanities in relation to the study and dissemination of
Blake’s work: from alternatives to traditional forms of archiving embodied by Blake’s citation on Twitter
and Blakean remixes on YouTube, smartmobs using Blake’s name as an inspiration to protest the 2004
Republican National Convention, and students crowdsourcing reading and instruction in digital classrooms
to better understand and participate in Blake’s world. The book also includes a consideration of Blakean
motifs that have created artistic networks in music, literature, and film in the twentieth and the twenty-first
centuries, showing how Blake is an ideal exemplar for understanding creativity in the digital age.
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Editorial Review

Review

"They offer the most informed and informative tour of Blake in the digital age that I have read…I
found this study absorbing, informative, and emblematic of how thoughtful teachers and scholars are
engaging twenty-first century students and colleagues in the ongoing conversation about the eternally-
fresh William Blake." --Mark Greenberg, Drexel University, Review 19

"In this study, Roger Whitson and Jason Whittaker do an excellent job of describing Blake in popular
culture (Whittaker’s forte) and in social media: Twitter, Flickr, Wikipedia, and YouTube
(Whitson’s)…Excellent concerning the relationship of Blake to popular culture and digital media
studies, this book calls for discussion because it purports more largely to bring a message from Digital
Humanities (DH) to traditional disciplines of English literature and history. The book…does an
extraordinary job of exploring the popularity of Blake on the Internet as well as the uses of social
media to ‘customize’ his work." –Laura Mandell, Texas A&M University, Studies in Romanticism

About the Author
Roger Whitson is Assistant Professor of Nineteenth-Century British Literature and the Digital Humanities at
Washington State University, USA.

Jason Whittaker is Professor of Blake Studies at University College Falmouth, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

This William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social Media (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social Media (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration,
Participation, and Social Media (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) can bring any time
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation,
and Social Media (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.



Judith Carter:

The book untitled William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social Media
(Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Fred Musso:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social
Media (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Marlene Clabaugh:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and William Blake and the Digital
Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social Media (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Literature) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes William Blake and the Digital Humanities: Collaboration, Participation, and Social
Media (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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