Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and
Performative Worlds in North India

s RS = o By Linda Hess
OIESFSON Download now
Read Online ©

Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worldsin North
India By LindaHess

Kabir was a great iconoclastic-mystic poet of fifteenth-century North India; his
poems were composed orally, written down by others in manuscripts and books,
and transmitted through song. Scholars and trandlators usually attend to written
collections, but these present only a partial picture of the Kabir who has remained
vibrantly alive through the centuries mostly in oral forms. Entering the worlds of
singers and listenersin rural Madhya Pradesh, Bodies of Song combines
ethnographic and textual study in exploring how oral transmission and
performance shape the content and interpretation of vernacular poetry in North
India. The book investigates textual scholars' study of oral-performative
traditions in a milieu where texts move simultaneously via oral, written,
audio/video-recorded, and electronic pathways.

Astexts and performances are always socially embedded, Linda Hess brings
readers into the lives of those who sing, hear, celebrate, revere, and dispute about
Kabir. Bodies of Song isrich in stories of individuals and families, villages and
towns, religious and secular organizations, castes and communities. Dialogue
between religious/spiritual Kabir and social/political Kabir is a continuous theme
throughout the book: ambiguously located between Hindu and Muslim cultures,
Kabir rejected religious identities, pretentions, and hypocrisies. But even while
satirizing the religious, he composed stunning poetry of religious experience and
psychological insight. A weaver by trade, Kabir also criticized caste and other
inequalities and today serves as an icon for Dalits and all who strive to remove
caste prejudice and oppression.
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Kabir was a great iconoclastic-mystic poet of fifteenth-century North India; his poems were composed
orally, written down by others in manuscripts and books, and transmitted through song. Scholars and
tranglators usually attend to written collections, but these present only a partia picture of the Kabir who has
remained vibrantly alive through the centuries mostly in oral forms. Entering the worlds of singers and
listenersin rural Madhya Pradesh, Bodies of Song combines ethnographic and textual study in exploring how
oral transmission and performance shape the content and interpretation of vernacular poetry in North India.
The book investigates textual scholars' study of oral-performative traditions in a milieu where texts move
simultaneoudly via oral, written, audio/video-recorded, and electronic pathways.

Astexts and performances are always socially embedded, Linda Hess brings readersinto the lives of those
who sing, hear, celebrate, revere, and dispute about Kabir. Bodies of Song isrich in stories of individuals and
families, villages and towns, religious and secular organizations, castes and communities. Dialogue between
religious/spiritual Kabir and social/political Kabir is a continuous theme throughout the book: ambiguously
located between Hindu and Muslim cultures, Kabir rejected religious identities, pretentions, and hypocrisies.
But even while satirizing the religious, he composed stunning poetry of religious experience and
psychological insight. A weaver by trade, Kabir also criticized caste and other inequalities and today serves
asanicon for Dalits and all who strive to remove caste prejudice and oppression.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[A] rich and complex book Bodies of Song is a deeply personal testimony. Hess certainly succeedsin
giving the reader afeeling of actually accompanying her on her travels, her interaction and conversations
with local people, and her perception of their values, goals, and emotions. She makes us realize the
"embodiedness," the physical and social experience inseparable from the performance of Kabir's songs[A]n
exceptionally good read-for Indologists, scholars of ora traditions and cultural communication, historians of
religion, and, not least, the many who are involved in one way or another with the infinite complexity of
India. All will, I am sure, find that spending time in Linda Hess's company is hot also challenging, but also
rewarding."--History of Religions

"Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through faculty."--CHOICE

"This wide-ranging and impassioned study will remain a benchmark of Kabir studies for decadesto come." -
-Religious Sudies Review

About the Author
Linda Hessis a Senior Lecturer of Religious Studies at Stanford University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patrick Sherman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative
Worldsin North India. Try to make book Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worldsin
North India as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.



Babby Miller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still studentsor it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Bodies of Song: Kabir
Oral Traditions and Performative Worlds in North India. All type of book could you see on many sources.

Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jennie Groth:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Bodies
of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative Worldsin North Indiayour head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Bodies of Song: Kabir Oral Traditions and Performative
Worldsin North India giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful datafor your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jeffrey Peak:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary
for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their passion.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this period of time,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this
Bodies of Song: Kahir Oral Traditions and Performative Worlds in North India can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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