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Hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure are part of a mysterious world of African
American spirituality that has long captured the popular imagination. These
magical beliefs and practices have figured in literary works by such authors as
Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, and Ishmael Reed, and they have been central to
numerous films, such as The Skeleton Key. Written for students and general
readers, this book is a convenient introduction to hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure.

The volume begins by defining and classifying elements of these spiritual
traditions. It then provides awide range of examples and texts, which illustrate
the richness of these beliefs and practices. It also examines the scholarly response
to hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure, and it explores the presence of hoodoo, voodoo,
and conjure in popular culture. The volume closes with a glossary and
bibliography. Studentsin social studies classes will use this book to learn more
about African American magical beliefs, while literature students will enjoy its
exploration of primary sources and literary works.
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Hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure are part of a mysterious world of African American spirituality that has long
captured the popular imagination. These magical beliefs and practices have figured in literary works by such
authors as Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, and Ishmael Reed, and they have been central to numerous films,
such as The Skeleton Key. Written for students and general readers, this book is a convenient introduction to
hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure.

The volume begins by defining and classifying elements of these spiritual traditions. It then provides awide
range of examples and texts, which illustrate the richness of these beliefs and practices. It also examines the
scholarly response to hoodoo, voodoo, and conjure, and it explores the presence of hoodoo, voodoo, and
conjure in popular culture. The volume closes with a glossary and bibliography. Studentsin social studies
classes will use this book to learn more about African American magical beliefs, while literature students
will enjoy its exploration of primary sources and literary works.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The author of this well-put-together book knows that the occult practices imported from Africato the New
World, especialy the Caribbean and, although widespread in its influence, has not been well documented in
the academic world. Therefore, Professor Anderson has collated what does exist, written informative essays
to cover broad general areas, explained what is and is not clear or available in the current literature, and
given extensive bibliographies for researchers and interested students to follow up on and do larger studiesin
the future." - ARBAonline

"For the serious scholar, the folklore handbook, Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure, provides material for future
research into African American culture. In survey courses on African American culture, this book would be
one that would go along way in any analysis of the psychological significance of spirituality, past, present,
and future, and its place within the various arms of the Diaspora." - Jour nal of Folklore Research

", . .the strength of this book lies in the wealth of historical specificsthat are provided. . . thisbook is
valuable because it isimportant that anyonein the field of religion have some knowledge of these old and
influential practices." - Catholic Library World

"Thisisagood reference book for learning about the practice of these three nontraditional healing, helping,
and harming techniques. . . . The work provides an in-depth look at the practices. It can serve as somewhat of
ahow-to guide for anyone interested in becoming involved with them. . . . The book serves as a teaching tool
that explains which herbs or portions to use for various needs. . . . The volume is recommended for religious
or medical collections focusing on nontraditional spiritual practices. Its accessible style makesit agood
source for interested general adult readers aswell." - MultiCultural Review

"... awonderful resource guide and historical survey of 'V oodooism' and African American aternative
spirituality. ... Anderson does an outstanding job of informing his readers about VVoodooism ... very
informative and an excellent resource for amateurs and experts seeking an understanding of V oodooism and
African American supernaturalisms.” - Journal of African American History

About the Author

Jeffrey E. Ander son is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Louisiana, Monroe. His previous
books include Conjure in African American Society (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Here thing why this specific Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook (Greenwood Folklore Handbooks)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading abook is good however it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hoodoo, V oodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook
(Greenwood Folklore Handbooks) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any



book out there but there is no publication that similar with Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook
(Greenwood Folklore Handbooks). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Hoodoo, V oodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook
(Greenwood Folklore Handbooks) in e-book can be your substitute.

Eleanor Rowe:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actua
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Hoodoo, Voodoo,
and Conjure: A Handbook (Greenwood Folklore Handbooks) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Thomas Bedwell:

The reason? Because this Hoodoo, VVoodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook (Greenwood Folklore Handbooks) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | had been you |
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Richard M cCormick:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hoodoo, Voodoo, and Conjure: A Handbook
(Greenwood Folklore Handbooks) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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