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Founder of the largest indigenous Christian church in American history, Joseph
Smith published the 584-page Book of Mormon when he was twenty-three and
went on to organize a church, found cities, and attract thousands of followers
before his violent death at age thirty-eight. Richard Bushman, an esteemed
cultural historian and a practicing Mormon, moves beyond the popular stereotype
of Smith asa colorful fraud to explore his personality, his relationships with
others, and how he received revelations. An arresting narrative of the birth of the
Mormon Church, Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling also brilliantly evaluates
the prophet’ s bold contributions to Christian theology and his cultural placein
the modern world.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Founder of the largest indigenous Christian church in American history, Joseph Smith published the 584-
page Book of Mormon when he was twenty-three and went on to organize a church, found cities, and attract
thousands of followers before his violent death at age thirty-eight. Richard Bushman, an esteemed cultural
historian and a practicing Mormon, moves beyond the popular stereotype of Smith as a colorful fraud to
explore his personality, his relationships with others, and how he received revelations. An arresting narrative
of the birth of the Mormon Church, Joseph Smith: Rough Sone Rolling also brilliantly evaluates the
prophet’ s bold contributions to Christian theology and his cultural place in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. How should a historian depict a man's life when that man, and his religion, remain a mystery
to so many 200 years after his birth? Bushman, an emeritus professor at Columbia University and author of
Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism, greatly expands on that previous work, filling in many
details of the founding prophet of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and carrying the story
through to the end of Smith's life. Many continue to view Smith as an enigmatic and controversial figure.
Bushman locates him in his historical and cultural context, fleshing out the many nuances of 19th-century
American life that produced such afertile ground for emerging religions. The author, a practicing Mormon,
isaware that his book stands in the intersection of faith and scholarship, but does not avoid the problematic
aspects of Smith's life and work, such as his practice of polygamy, his early attempts at treasure-seeking and
his later political aspirations. In the end, Smith emerges as a genuine American phenomenon, a man driven
by inspiration but not unaffected by his cultural context. Thisis aremarkable book, wonderfully readable
and supported by exhaustive research. For anyone interested in the Mormon experience, it will be required
reading for years to come. (Oct. 10)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Y orker

Joseph Smith claimed that he was visited by an angel who gave him golden plates from which he transcribed
the Book of Mormon, and he had organized a church before he was twenty-five. His personal charisma and
his administrative genius helped spread Mormonism throughout the Western United States, turning the sect
into alegidlative federation complete with social and political institutions. There were always those who
thought Smith a charlatan and afanatic, and, in 1844, at the age of thirty-eight, he was fatally shot by an
angry maob. Bushman is both an emeritus professor of history at Columbia and a practicing Mormon, and his
exhaustive biography carefully treads a path between reverence and objectivity, as when he investigates the
phenomenon of "plural marriage"; Smith, in order to establish "a Righteousrace . . . uppon the Earth," had
more than thirty wives.

Copyright © 2006 The New Yorker

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Peter Burnett, Californias first governor, never converted to Mormonism, but he came
away from his encounter with the Mormon prophet Joseph Smith convinced that he had met "much more
than an ordinary man" teaching "strange and striking" doctrines. Both the extraordinary man and his highly
distinctive doctrines receive illuminating attention in this landmark biography, published to mark the
bicentennial of the American prophet's birth. A distinguished Columbia historian, Bushman stresses the boy
seer's thoroughly ordinary origins--born to a hard-pressed New England farm family and denied all but the
rudiments of aformal education--to emphasize the marvel of the religious revolution he brought about.
Beginning with the publication of a new volume of scripture--the Book of Mormon--recounting the
resurrected Christ's ministry in ancient America, that revolution eventually produced a dynamic church run
by a complex lay ministry and committed to spreading its message worldwide. Though himself a practicing
Latter-day Saint (Mormon), Bushman steers clear of hagiography by permitting readers to hear the voices
not only of the prophet'sloyal followers but also of various skeptics and adversaries. Readers seein
particular detail the views of those who rose against Smith during the turbulent final years of hislife, when
the practice of plural marriage helped stoke afirestorm of religious conflict. Though that storm ended with
the prophet's death at the hands of an angry mob, Bushman gives the slain revelator credit for the remarkable
durability of the church heleft behind. A deft portrait of a deeply controversial figure. Bryce Christensen
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jonathan McL ean:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling book is readabl e through you who hate the
straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Joseph Smith:
Rough Stone Rolling content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking
Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Myra Coronado:

The book untitled Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling is the reserve that recommended to you to read. Y ou
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of analysis
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could
possibly get the e-book of Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy freetime.

Joseph Vest:

Beside this particular Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling in your phone, it could possibly give you away to
get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from
your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling because this book offersto you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Flora Gordon:

This Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling is brand new way for you who has interest to ook for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Joseph Smith: Rough Stone
Rolling can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe
answer. So thereis not any in reading a guide especialy this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also



knowledge.
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