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Byzantine church law remains terra incognita to most scholars in the western
academy. In this work, David Wagschal provides a fresh examination of this
neglected but fascinating world. Confronting the traditional narratives of decline
and primitivism that have long discouraged study of the subject, Wagschal argues
that a close reading of the central monuments of Byzantine canon law c. 381-883
reveals a much more sophisticated and coherent legal culture than is generally
assumed. Engaging in innovative examinations of the physical shape and growth
of the canonical corpus, the content of the canonical prologues, the discursive
strategies of the canons, and the nature of the earliest forays into systematization,
Wagschal invites his readers to reassess their own legal-cultural assumptions as
he advances an innovative methodology for understanding this ancient law. Law
and Legality in the Greek East explores topics such as compilation,
jurisprudence, professionalization, definitions of law, the language of the canons,
and the relationship between the civil and ecclesiastical laws. It challenges
conventional assumptions about Byzantine law while suggesting many new
avenues of research in both late antique and early medieval law, secular and
ecclesiastical.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wagschal's Law and legality is an impressive synthesis of various schools of scholarship and a thoughtful
analysis of the Byzantine canonical corpus. It deserves to become a standard entrée for anyone interested in
Byzantine law and the canon law of Eastern Christianity more generally. "--Zachary Chitwood, Humboldt
University of Berlin

About the Author

David Wagschal studied medieval history and Byzantine theology at the University of Toronto and St.
Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary before embarking upon his doctoral studies at the University of Durham,
England in 2005-2010. A former Assistant Professor of Church History and Canon Law at St. Vladimir's
Seminary in New York, he has also taught at the Toronto School of Theology, University of Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical
Tradition, 381-883 (Oxford Early Christian Studies). Try to stumble through book Law and Legality in the
Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical Tradition, 381-883 (Oxford Early Christian Studies) as your buddy. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Rhonda Munoz:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical Tradition, 381-883 (Oxford
Early Christian Studies), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Peter Zimmerman:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine
Canonical Tradition, 381-883 (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? We need to have Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical Tradition,
381-883 (Oxford Early Christian Studies).

Johnny Relyea:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical Tradition, 381-883
(Oxford Early Christian Studies) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Law and Legality in the Greek East: The Byzantine
Canonical Tradition, 381-883 (Oxford Early Christian Studies). You can more desirable than now.
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