Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and
Morality in Shi‘ite South Beirut (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics)

By Lara Deeb, Mona Harb

Read Online ©

Leisurely Isam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi‘ite South
Beirut (Princeton Studiesin Muslim Palitics) By Lara Deeb, Mona Harb

South Beirut has recently become a vibrant leisure destination with a plethora of
cafés and restaurants that cater to the young, fashionable, and pious. What effects
have these establishments had on the moral norms, spatial practices, and urban
experiences of this Lebanese community? From the diverse voices of young Shi'i
Muslims searching for places to hang out, to the Hezbollah officials who want
this media-savvy generation to be more politically involved, to the religious
leaders worried that Lebanese youth are losing their moral compasses, Leisurely
Islam provides a sophisticated and original ook at leisure in the Lebanese

capital.

What makes a café morally appropriate? How do people negotiate morality in
relation to different places? And under what circumstances might a pious Muslim
go to acafé that serves alcohol ? Lara Deeb and Mona Harb highlight tensions
and complexities exacerbated by the presence of multiple religious authorities, a
fraught sectarian political context, class mobility, and a generation that takes
religion for granted but wants to have fun. The authors elucidate the political,
economic, religious, and socia changes that have taken place since 2000, and
examine leisure's influence on Lebanese sociopolitical and urban situations.

Asserting that morality and geography cannot be fully understood in isolation
from one another, Leisurely Islam offers a colorful new understanding of the
most powerful community in Lebanon today.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2014 British-Kuwait Friendship Society Prizein Middle Eastern Studies
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 2014

"This outstanding ethnography of contemporary urban Middle Eastern life focuses on Hezbollah young
adults, about whom people are generally misinformed, an effort of critical value to scholars of religion and
politics aswell as anthropologists. . . . The authors brilliantly illustrate the variety and complexity of mora
choice, ethnic insularity, and worldliness with respect to other neighborhoods and populations."--Choice

"Leisurely Islam provides an interesting study of an area many people know very little about. It will interest
scholars and students alike. While the book speaks particularly to those working on Lebanon and the Middle
East, it will also be relevant to researchers dealing with issues regarding youth, morality, space and diversity
in general."--M arianne Holm Peder sen, Social Anthropology

"Overall, Leisurely ISam [is] a powerful, important, and well-researched text, the significance of which
extends far beyond the realm of leisure. | attribute a great deal of the book's success to its multidisciplinary
approach. The book doesn't neatly fall within the discipline of either author but instead draws upon the
expertise of both. Perhaps more importantly, the book nicely integrates multiple forms of data, from religious
texts: ethnographic data (both detailed observations and interviews); and market research (on cafesin
Dahiya, size, location, etc.): to urban spatial analysis and so on. Brought together in a masterful way, this
cornucopia of data enables the authors to paint aricher picture of Dahiya than would have been possible
using any one methodology or data source alone."--Jane Lief Abell, Allegra

"Particularly well referenced, with an unprecedented amount of information, this book is an important tool
for those interested in this region.”"--Er minia Chiar a Calabrese, REMMM

From the Back Cover

"Café culture has been an integral part of lifein the Middle East for centuries, but Deeb and Harb present it
as alensthrough which to understand the shifting morality of the people of southern Lebanon. Thisisan
important and fascinating study that will be read and discussed for years to come.”--Reza Aslan, author of
No god but God: The Origins, Evolution and Future of ISlam and Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of
Nazareth

"Through the mapping of an emergent café culture that signals and feeds new desires for sociability and
public leisure by 'more or less pious' youth, this engaging and nonjudgmental book guides us through the
surprisingly complex moral rubrics and creative religious interpretations of a new generation in the Shi‘a
neighborhood of South Beirut. In marvelous detail, we learn how young men and women, and those who
seek their business, are refiguring their neighborhood, socia relations, and the whole city of Beirut, where
class, sect, and geography are tightly interwoven."--Lila Abu-L ughod, Columbia University and author of
Do Muslim Women Need Saving?

"This well-argued and well-organized book will greatly interest all those working on the subject of the
contemporary Middle East, in particular Beirut and Lebanon. The authors challenge the view that the



southern suburb of Dahiyais closely linked to Hezbollah and they introduce a number of theoriesto better
understand the new forms of leisure that have surfaced in Dahiya during the last decade.”--Jar gen BAEk
Simonsen, University of Copenhagen

About the Author

Lara Deeb is associate professor of anthropology at Scripps College and the author of An Enchanted
Modern (Princeton). Mona Harb is associate professor of urban studies and politics at the American
University of Beirut and the author of Le Hezbollah a Beyrouth."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willene Choate:

Have you spare time for just aday? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare
timeto take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Leisurely Issam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi‘ite South Beirut (Princeton Studiesin Muslim
Politics)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Steven Bemis:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi‘ite South Beirut (Princeton
Studiesin Muslim Politics), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Kristy Taylor:

Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi‘ite South Beirut (Princeton Studiesin Muslim
Politics) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Leisurely 1slam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in
Shi‘ite South Beirut (Princeton Studiesin Muslim Palitics) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.



Richard Nix:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi‘ite South
Beirut (Princeton Studiesin Muslim Palitics) this publication consist alot of the information on the
condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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