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This book examines the first five years of Polish EU membership. The
combination of Poland’ s potential power as a major, and possibly controversial,
player in both the region and Europe as a whole, and the apparent salience of
Euroscepticism in domestic electoral politics at the core of the Polish government
and party system presented the possibility that Poland would be a‘ new awkward
partner’ in Europe. However, athough Poles may have voted for EU-critical
parties in large numbers no * Eurosceptic backlash’ has emerged. In fact, far from
being a‘new awkward partner’, Poland has tried to portray itself asthe ‘new
heart of Europe’ and it certainly came to be increasingly perceived as such in
Brussels and by its European allies.

This book focuses on two linked questions. Firstly, what impact has Poland had
upon the EU as a new member state? Secondly, how has becoming an EU
member impacted upon public attitudes towards the EU and Polish domestic
politics, particularly on its party and electoral politics? Szczerbiak provides the
first detailed empirical case study of the impact of Poland’s EU membership on
its palitics and of Poland's impact on the EU. The book also makes broader
theoretical contributions to our understanding of EU relations with its member
states.

As aresult of the above, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of
European Politics, political science and European integration.
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This book examines the first five years of Polish EU membership. The combination of Poland’s potential
power as amajor, and possibly controversial, player in both the region and Europe as awhole, and the
apparent salience of Euroscepticism in domestic electoral politics at the core of the Polish government and
party system presented the possibility that Poland would be a‘ new awkward partner’ in Europe. However,
although Poles may have voted for EU-critical partiesin large numbers no ‘ Eurosceptic backlash’ has
emerged. In fact, far from being a‘new awkward partner’, Poland has tried to portray itself asthe ‘new heart
of Europe’ and it certainly came to be increasingly perceived as such in Brussels and by its European allies.

This book focuses on two linked questions. Firstly, what impact has Poland had upon the EU as a new
member state? Secondly, how has becoming an EU member impacted upon public attitudes towards the EU
and Polish domestic politics, particularly on its party and electoral politics? Szczerbiak provides the first
detailed empirical case study of the impact of Poland’s EU membership on its politics and of Poland's impact
on the EU. The book also makes broader theoretical contributions to our understanding of EU relations with
its member states.

As aresult of the above, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of European Politics, political
science and European integration.
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Editorial Review
Review

'The study isa valuable additionto compar ative studies as well asto regional integration, and the book
isrecommended for both of these areas of political science study. Summing Up: Recommended.
Undergraduate, graduate, and resear ch collection.' - Choice, May 2012

"avery balanced, well-written and interesting analysis of Polish-EU dilemmas..' - Wojciech Gagatek,
University of Warsaw, Eastern European Politics Journal

About the Author

Aleks Szczerbiak is Professor of Palitics and Contemporary European Studies at the University of Sussex
where heis also Co-Director of the Sussex European Ingtitute. He is author of 'Poles Together? The
Emergence of Political Partiesin Post-communist Poland' and co-editor of 'EU Enlargement and
Referendums (Taylor and Francis, 2005 and 2009)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alberta Jones:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Poland Within the European Union: New Awkward Partner or New Heart of Europe? (Routledge
Advancesin European Politics), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.

Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Bruce Delvalle:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Poland Within the
European Union: New Awkward Partner or New Heart of Europe? (Routledge Advances in European
Politics) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Poland Within the European Union: New Awkward Partner or New Heart of Europe? (Routledge



Advances in European Politics) become your starter.

Joshua Hsu:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Poland Within the European Union: New
Awkward Partner or New Heart of Europe? (Routledge Advances in European Politics) is simple bringing
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the
particular book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Tim Gonzalez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Poland
Within the European Union: New Awkward Partner or New Heart of Europe? (Routledge Advancesin
European Politics) which isfinding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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