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In 1989, Bill Porter, having spent much of his life studying and translating
Chinese religious and philosophical texts, began to wonder if the Buddhist hermit
tradition still existed in China. At the time, it was believed that the Cultural
Revolution had dealt a lethal blow to all religions in China, destroying countless
temples and shrines, and forcibly returning thousands of monks and nuns to a lay
life.

But when Porter travels to the Chungnan mountains — the historical refuge of
ancient hermits — he discovers that the hermit tradition is very much alive, as
dozens of monks and nuns continue to lead solitary lives in quiet contemplation
of their faith deep in the mountains.

Part travelogue, part history, part sociology, and part religious study, this record
of extraordinary journeys to an unknown China sheds light on a phenomenon
unparalleled in the West. Porter’s discovery is more than a revelation, and
uncovers the glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.
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In 1989, Bill Porter, having spent much of his life studying and translating Chinese religious and
philosophical texts, began to wonder if the Buddhist hermit tradition still existed in China. At the time, it was
believed that the Cultural Revolution had dealt a lethal blow to all religions in China, destroying countless
temples and shrines, and forcibly returning thousands of monks and nuns to a lay life.

But when Porter travels to the Chungnan mountains — the historical refuge of ancient hermits — he
discovers that the hermit tradition is very much alive, as dozens of monks and nuns continue to lead solitary
lives in quiet contemplation of their faith deep in the mountains.

Part travelogue, part history, part sociology, and part religious study, this record of extraordinary journeys to
an unknown China sheds light on a phenomenon unparalleled in the West. Porter’s discovery is more than a
revelation, and uncovers the glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
From 1966 to 1976 the malevolent rage of the Chinese Cultural Revolution struck a devastating blow to all
religions in China, destroying countless temples and shrines that had stood for centuries and forcibly
returning thousands of monks and nuns to lay life. Bill Porter had been told that the venerable hermetic
tradition in China had also succumbed, but he went looking anyway. What he found, Taoist and Buddhist
monks and nuns living in huts and caves deep in the mountains of central China, is more than a revelation, it
is a glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.

From Publishers Weekly
Porter, a Hong Kong-based writer whose previous books were published under the pen name Red Pine ( The
Zen Teaching of Bodhidharma ), lived in a Taiwanese monastery for three years in the 1970s and later
translated works of some Chinese hermits long admired for their virtue. When travel to China opened up in
the late 1980s, Porter began to search for hermits who might have survived under years of communism. His
story is unusual, but his "encounters"--actually, brief interviews--produce not subtle observations but
statements of gnomic profundity: " . . . the Tao is empty. It can't be explained." Still, Porter showed
undeniable bravery as he trekked through the Chungnan Mountains in central China to interview more than
20 male and female hermits. Some hermits are circumspect about politics, having suffered under the Cultural
Revolution, while others, like an 85-year-old monk who had lived in a cave for 50 years, are oblivious to the
political changes. Porter's historical and literary reflections show sensitivity to his subject, but this book
seems aimed only at those interested in such spiritual quests. Some of the photographs are starkly
spectacular.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this first-person narrative, the author relates his journey to seek out the religious hermits of China, who
left civilization and chose to live alone as monks in the mountains of China, quietly practicing their
Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian faith. Sprinkled with Eastern religious philosophy, Chinese current affairs,
and personal observations, this travel book reveals a secluded world very few people believed survived the
purges of the Chinese Communists. The author wisely includes transcripts from conversations with many of
the hermits, both men and women, and through their words the reader comes away with a better
understanding of their lives and their reasons for deciding to live their harsh existence. This is not intended to
be a scholarly study but an invitation to the public to discover this relatively unknown aspect of Chinese
religious culture. Recommended for public libraries.
- Glenn Masuchika, Chaminade Univ. Lib., Honolulu
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

This book untitled Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher



in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Jeff Wheeler:

The reserve with title Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

William Keller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits.

Ok Lord:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Road
to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits.
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