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Sri Lanka in the Modern Age recounts the modern history of the island in an
accessible yet unconventional manner. Where other histories have tended to
focus on the state's failure to accommodate the needs and demands of minority
communities, Wickramasinghe places their claims alongside the political, social
and economic demands of other communities, parties, associations and groups,
tracing their lineages to the colonial period. This updated second edition carries
the book into the present, covering the brutal end of Sri Lanka's civil war and the
making of oppressive stability that has grown in its wake.

Drawing on recent work as well as on her own research in the field,
Wickramasinghe has written above all a history of the people of Sri Lanka rather
than a history of the nation-state.
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Editorial Review

Review

"For those wanting to understand the origins of the disputes which have kept the island of Sri Lanka in
turmoil for the past thirty-five years, Nira Wickramasinghe has written a packed and comprehensive account
of the historical developments which have shaped the nation now known as Sri Lanka."--Asian Affairs

"Sri Lanka in the Modern Age is a refreshing departure from historiography's standard treatment of South
Asia. EL By putting a people-centred politics of identity at its centre, the book offers a different take from
those proffered by historians on the relationship between state-building and the violent defence of
territorially-based categorical identities in Sri Lanka; what it shows is that state-building does not consolidate
an immanent nation, but rather works to produce certain people as the native, the national, the majority, the
citizen through the simultaneous disavowal of others as the outsider, the minority, the
migrant."--Contemporary South Asia

"A neatly crafted, well documented historical narrative EL A significant contribution to the discipline of
history in Sri Lankan society."--Commonwealth and Comparative Politics

About the Author

Nira Wickramasinghe is Professor and Chair of Modern South Asian Studies at Leiden University in the
Netherlands. Her most recent books are Metallic Modern: Everyday Machines in Colonial Sri Lanka and
L'invention du vetement national au Sri Lanka: Habiller le corps colonise .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Sri Lanka in the Modern Age: A History
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Dedra Clark:

The particular book Sri Lanka in the Modern Age: A History has a lot associated with on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking
over this book.

Mildred Ralph:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Sri Lanka in the Modern Age: A History or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Sri Lanka in the Modern Age: A History to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.

Scott Bush:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period
of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Sri Lanka in the Modern Age: A History can make you really feel more interested to read.
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