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“Perhaps it is better to wake up after all, even to suffer, rather than to remain a
dupe to illusions all one’s life.”
 
Kate Chopin was enjoying wide popularity as a writer, mainly of short stories,
when her second novel, The Awakening, was published to widespread criticism
of its immorality. A wake-up call to women all over the country, this landmark
novel of early American feminism tells of a Louisiana wife who discovers the
strength of her own sexuality and tries to wrench it from the hands of a
patriarchal society. And just as Edna Pontellier is ostracized for trying to master
her own sexual fate, so did Chopin’s reputation suffer after she wrote this book.
Today The Awakening is considered a masterpiece and, along with Chopin’s
short stories, has set a standard for younger generations of women who have
learned to value their independence and authenticity.

Edited and with an Introduction by Barbara H. Solomon and with a New
Afterword by Roxane Gay.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Flexible, iridescent style.”—Willa Cather

“As pertinent as any fiction this year or last. It is uncanny, nothing else.”—The New York Times

From the Inside Flap
The Awakening shocked turn-of-the-century readers and reviewers with its treatment of sex and suicide.  In
a departure from literary convention, Kate Chopin failed to condemn her heroine's desire for an affair with
the son of a Louisiana resort owner, whom she meets on vacation.  The power of sensuality, the delusion of
ecstatic love, and the solitude that accompanies the trappings of middle- and upper-class convention are
themes of this now-classic novel.  

The book was influenced by French writers ranging from Flaubert to Maupassant, and can be seen as a
precursor of the impressionistic, mood-driven novels of Virginia Woolf and Djuna Barnes.  Variously called
"vulgar," "unhealthily introspective," and "morbid," the book was neglected for several decades, not least
because it was written by a "regional" woman writer.  This edition also includes selected stories from Kate
Chopin's Bayou Folk and A Night in Acadie, and an introduction and notes by Nina Baym.

From the Back Cover
"A Creole Bovary is this little novel of Miss Chopin's."
--Willa Cather

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Schrader:

This The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics)
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics) can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics)
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Pam Gray:

Typically the book The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics) has a lot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find



the point easily after reading this book.

Sergio Terry:

The book untitled The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet Classics) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice learn.

Ernest Nunez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The Awakening and Selected Stories of Kate Chopin (Signet
Classics) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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